
 

 

 

 "Our aim is to improve the health and productivity  
of livestock through evidence based collaborative 

research, knowledge and experience" 

 

LIVESTOCK DOCS 

 

Forward to friends and family. If not currently recieving this email from 

Livestock Logic but are keen to subscribe to the free Livestock Docs Monthly 

Newsletter, click the following link http://eepurl.com/DeIB1 

 

 

 

 

 

Liver Fluke 

 

In the last fortnight we have had two cases of 

mortality arising from liver fluke. Both properties 

have been south of Hamilton, and sheep have been 

grazing on paddocks with access to creeks that 

have not dried up over summer. If you have 

paddocks where sheep have had access to 

streams and creeks over summer we suggest 

getting a liver fluke test performed when you next 

conduct a Worm Egg Count at Livestock Logic, this 

is a different test to the normal egg count so you 

need to specify that you would like this test 

performed. 

 

Background on Liver Fluke 

 

The two primary requirements for the establishment 

of liver fluke are a suitable snail (the intermediate 

host) and an environment that suits the fluke eggs, 

the snails and the larval fluke – such as springs, 

slow-moving streams with marshy banks, irrigation 

channels, seepages and swamps. 

http://eepurl.com/DeIB1


 

 

Liver Fluke Disease has 4 forms: 

 Acute Liver Fluke Disease - Death results 

due to blood loss as fluke borrow through 

the liver 

 Subacute fasciolosis - The burrowing fluke 

causes extensive tissue damage, leading to 

haemorrhaging and liver damage. The 

outcome is severe anaemia, liver failure and 

death in 8–10 weeks. 

 Chronic fasciolosis is the most common 

form of liver fluke infection in sheep, goats 

and cattle. It occurs when the parasites 

reach the bile ducts in the liver. The fluke 

ingests blood, which produces severe 

anaemia and chronic inflammation and 

enlargement of the bile ducts. 

 Black disease is an acute and fatal liver 

disease which can affect sheep and cattle. It 

is usually associated with the liver damage 

caused by the migrating young fluke 

  

The peak output of infective cysts is during late 

summer/early autumn. In animals requiring 

treatment it is advised to use a drench that is 

effective against early immature fluke – 

triclabendazole. Testing animals now and treating 

where required will control clinical disease and 

reduce pasture contamination. 

 

The best time for this treatment is April/May, so we 

suggest testing sheep and cattle on at risk pastures 

over the next 4-6 weeks to take preventative 

measures against a disease that can have severe 

production effects. 
 

 



 

 

Livestock Logic Action Notes 

 

Over the past 9 months we have developed the 

Livestock Logic Action Notes, which is a 

subscription based newsletter aimed at providing 

timely reminders to sheep and beef producers. 

 

The link below contains this months edition for you 

to read/print off as a sample of what you will receive 

on a monthly basis. 

 

Livestock Action Notes - April 2014 

 

Subscribers also get the additional benefit of 

disease alerts, as we see disease outbreaks that 

are likely to have an impact on other producers. 

Due to seasonal conditions such as ryegrass 

staggers (alert was sent to paying subscribers in 

January this year), we feel we are pretty well placed 

to deliver timely information to you as soon as we 

see it. 

 

You can subscribe to the action notes by either: 

 Click here to sign up online 

 Reply to this email with name and address 

of subscriber 

 Call the office 0355721419 

Sign up in the month of April and we will supply the 

last few months of this financial year FREE OF 

CHARGE. From July 2014 it is just $110/year. Sell 

one extra lamb per year and you are in front. 

 

  
 

 

http://gallery.mailchimp.com/99662736380746ee87c7d02d9/files/Livestock_Action_Notes_April_2014.pdf
http://eepurl.com/DgbE9


 

Cattle Worm Egg Counts 

 

Like sheep, cattle Worm Egg Counts (WEC) can be 

a valuable guide as to the requirement for 

drenching to stop production loss caused by 

intestinal parasites. 

 

Cattle WECs are only useful in animals until 15-18 

months of age. At this age, or when they 

experience their second flush of feed (second 

spring), their natural immunity becomes reasonably 

well developed and inhibited larvae can be present 

without shedding many eggs in faeces. This can 

give a low WEC but animals may well have high 

numbers of larvae within their stomach. We have 

recently investigated a case where 18 month old 

heifers were dying with intestinal parasites but only 

had a moderate WEC. This is the typical scenario 

when a WEC is a poor guide. 

 

The level of intestinal parasites in calves born in 

2013 can be accurately determined through 

performing a WEC and this is the best practice to 

determining if drenching is required. Not only does 

it save you drench and unnecessary labour, it also 

increases the life of current drench classes. 

 

Practical Guidelines for Worm Management in 

cattle: 

 Always use a WEC in cattle younger than 15 

months prior to drenching 

 1 ½ year old heifers and steers - After their 

second spring strategic drenching is best 

approach (late summer/autumn and pre-

calving) 

 1
st
 calving heifers (2 ½  year olds should get 

a late summer drench unless in CS >3.2) 

 In mature cattle only drench the lighter 



 

proportion of the mob (those CS<3.0) 

Drenching cattle represents a significant proportion 

of your animal health expenses and with good 

timing of WEC’s you can both reduce these costs 

and still maintain high productivity in all classes of 

cattle. For further information on how to perform 

WEC’s in cattle contact Livestock Logic on 03 55 

721419. 
 

 

 

Livestock nutrition plays an extremely 

important role in the profitability of your 

business. 

 

Under feeding livestock can have many 

ramifications:  For example, mature ewes will (on 

average) conceive more lambs when they are in 

better condition, i.e condition score 3+, and it is well 

documented that stock on a high plane of nutrition 

are less susceptible to production losses caused by 

worms.  Conversely, over feeding stock at the 

wrong time of year can lead to animal health 

problems such as foot abscess and prolapse and 

just as importantly, excess feeding is throwing your 

money away! 

 

The importance of testing your feed is often over 

looked or undervalued.  Understanding the quality 

of your pasture and the supplement you intend on 

using can save you considerable time and money.  

 

To give you an example: 

 

If you worked off an ‘average’ pasture digestibility 

and assumed your pasture was at 45% digestibility 

and there is an available mass of 1500 kg/ha dry 

matter, then the intake of a 60 kg ewe grazing this 

pasture will be approximately 6 MJ of metabolisable 

energy (ME) per day. 



 

If this ewe was found to be carrying a single lamb 

when scanned at 70 days, her energy requirement 

will be approximately 10.5 MJ ME/day, which 

leaves her 4.5 MJ ME short each day if she is only 

grazing the above pasture.  The inclusion of barley 

in her diet, which has an average ME content of 

12.3 MJ/kg, will make up the deficit if she eats 

approximately 2.6 kg of barley each week. 

 

On the other hand, if you tested your pasture and 

its digestibility was found to be 52%, then the ME 

deficit of a single-bearing, 60 kg ewe reduces to 

approx. 2.7 MJ ME/day, which equates to 

approximately 1.5 kg of barley per head per week, 

saving you around 1.1 kg per head per week. 

 

If you are running 2,000 breeding ewes, this 

represents a saving in supplementary feed of 

around 2,220 kg or 2.2 tonne per week.  Based on 

an average barley price of $250/t, this equates to a 

weekly saving of $550.00, minus the cost of your 

test ($66.00), which equals a saving of $480.00 for 

the first week of feeding and $550 for each week 

thereafter per week.  Not a bad investment!  

Furthermore, as pasture digestibility continues to 

decline, usually by ~ 5%/month, you can adjust 

your ration accordingly, adding further cost savings 

to the bottom line. 

 

Often, people mention that performing these 

calculations is difficult because they are time poor 

or don’t understand the numbers.  We are here to 

help. 

 

To compliment our feed testing service, we offer 

independent nutrition consultations that include: 

1. Determining the amount of supplement you 

need to feed to different classes of stock 



 

2. Identifying if the feed will meet the animal 

requirements 

3. Feeding strategies, potential risks or animal 

health problems 

4. Strategies to improve pasture utilisation 

5. Advice on making quality hay and silage 

If you would like to be more precise about what to 

feed and how much to feed your stock, Call Steve 

in the office to make an appointment. 
 

 

 

Maximising the value of WEC’s in autumn. 

  

The autumn break (25-50mm rainfall) provides 

enough moisture to soften faeces, allowing larvae 

to emerge out and spread across pasture. This 

combined with lower temperatures and increased 

ground cover enables worm egg’s in faeces to 

complete the lifecycle and become infective larvae 

on short pasture that sheep ingest. It takes 14-21 

days from the day a sheep ingests larvae to when it 

starts to defecate eggs within its faeces. 

  

With the above in mind we can develop times post 

autumn break to give us a good indication of how 

contaminated pastures are and if sheep will be 

affected by worms. There is no point performing an 

egg count on sheep <3 weeks post autumn break 

as if they were given an effective 2
nd

 summer 

drench then this count will be negligible. 

  

The following are guidelines to post autumn break 

WEC monitoring 

 Lambs – Test 5-6 weeks post break, 

fortnightly thereafter 

 Hoggets – Generally as soon as lamb 

counts start to rise 

 Mature sheep – Again, based on when 



 

lambs start to rise 

It is important to use visual appraisal of lambs from 

3 weeks post autumn break as if they start to show 

signs of worms they may have low WEC but be 

suffering due to immature worms causing damage 

within the gut. 

 

If lamb counts remain low 8-10 weeks post break it 

is worthwhile monitoring some adult mobs, but in 

most cases lambs will shoot up well before adults, 

exceptions include when they are grazing paddocks 

that have been very well prepared for low worm 

risk. 

 

Note: If lack of monitoring since January then you 

must test sheep now as contamination of paddocks 

from here on in will cause significant issues 

throughout winter and spring. 
 

 

 

 


