
 

 

 

 "Our aim is to improve the health and productivity  
of livestock through evidence based collaborative 

research, knowledge and experience" 

 

LIVESTOCK DOCS 

 

Forward to friends and family. If not currently recieving this email from 

Livestock Logic but are keen to subscribe to the free Livestock Docs Monthly 

Newsletter, click the following link http://eepurl.com/DeIB1 

 

 

 

 

 

Drenching Lambs not Weaned 

 

Early lambing flocks will be getting close to 

potentially weaning lambs. A lambs first drench 

often coincides with weaning, when weaning is 

delayed (which is rarely warranted) we often delay 

an important and required drench for lambs. 

Drench management of lambs from 8-20 weeks of 

age can play a big role in lamb growth rates, which 

we are all aiming to maximise. 

 

It is rare for lambs to benefit from a drench when 

younger than 8 weeks of age, but production 

effects often occur from 12+ weeks of age. For 

those hitting the sucker market it is important to 

consider a drench at 10-12 weeks of age (keep in 

mind withholding periods). The age that the first 

drench will be required varies with pasture 

contamination (ewe worm burden and paddock 

grazing history) and the level of feed on offer. 

 

http://eepurl.com/DeIB1


 

The best approach will vary with every property, but 

for those that have lambs from 6-16 weeks of age, 

consider the best approach to minimising 

production effects on worms. Talk to us at Livestock 

Logic to ensure lambs are not held back by worms 

this spring. 

 

Reminder – Don’t use an Abamectin based drench 

in lambs under 8 weeks of age due to risk of toxicity 

resulting in nervous signs and rapid death 

  
 

 

 

Fertile rams have a Scrotal Circumference 

greater than 32cm 

  

In the last 6-9 months we have been encouraging 

producers to get rams checked for soundness prior 

to joining time. This is not an expensive exercise 

and recommended to be carried out annually by 

someone with experience with testicle palpation. 

We are typically finding 10% of rams are unsound 

for joining. Reasons are due to lameness, poor 

body condition, lesions on testicles and soft and 

small testicles. There has been a recent shift to 

more rams with smaller testicles and of these the 

majority have been purchased as ram lambs. 

  

Recommended minimum testicle weight is 200 

gram to produce adequate sperm numbers. Almost 

all rams with SC less than 30cm will have testicles 

that weigh less than 200gm. 45% of rams with a SC 

of 30-32 cm have testicles less than 200g while 

rams with a SC greater than 32 cm, almost all 

testicles are more than 200 gram. Therefore ensure 

that the rams you buy have scrotal circumference 

greater than 32cm, without testicles of this size 

there is a good chance they will not get the job 

done. 



 

  

Further to the actual performance of the ram, there 

are favourable correlations of SC with age of 

puberty, ovulation rate, twining rate and lifetime 

reproductive performance in female progeny. 

  

Below is a graph showing relationship between SC 

and testicular weight. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Farm House Rental Required 

 

Livestock Logic is employing a new vet that would love a farm house to rent 

around the Hamilton area (preferably not more than 40km from Hamilton) that 

would allow 2 pet dogs. 

 

If you know of a house or property of interest and would like to know more, please 

contact Jane Barrie at Livestock Logic on (03) 5572 1419 or email 

j.barrie@livestocklogic.com.au 

 



 

 

Treat Lameness early in Rams/Bulls 

 

As we move into August/September now is a 

common time for sheep and cattle to develop foot 

abscess due to softening of hooves as a result of 

standing in wet areas with long grass not allowing 

feet to dry out. Bulls and rams are the heaviest 

animals on the property and like fat cows and ewes 

are the most prone to developing foot abscess. To 

reduce incidence it is important to maintain the sire 

team in CS 3.5 and below and ensure prompt 

treatment of any valuable lame sires. 

 

Abscesses respond best when opened and drained 

and animal receives antibiotic therapy. This 

treatment should be prompt to reduce likelihood of 

sire developing systemic temperature increase 

which can kill sperm rendering them infertile. The 

sperm a bull is producing today is the sperm he 

requires for fertilisation in 6-7 week’s time, so it is 

critical to have bulls fully fit for the 2 months prior to 

joining. It’s imperative to be checking bulls at least 

3 times weekly from 3 months prior to start mating 

date. 
 

 

Worm Logic Report 

 

Egg counts have been steadily rising over the last 4-6 weeks, a reflection of 

increased pasture contamination as the growing season progresses. In the last few 

weeks we have had a number of cases of mortality in sheep as a result of severe 

intestinal parasitism. In each of these cases sheep have been drenched just 4-6 

weeks prior with a known effective product. This should remind us to keep our 

fingers on the pulse and continue to monitor all classes of stock regularly 

throughout winter, in particular weaners and lambing ewes, also keep in mind 

those dry sheep (wethers) that have been placed on the least feed and given little 

attention with priority feed going to pregnant and/or lactating ewes. 

  

The following table represents sheep that have had counts greater than 200epg 



 

from Livestock Logic Worm Laboratory in July 

  

Class of Sheep % Requiring Drenching 

Mature Age Sheep 26% 

Maidens/Hogg 2012 Drop 30% 

Weaners 2013 drop 44% 
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