
 

 

 

 "Our aim is to improve the health and productivity  
of livestock through evidence based collaborative 

research, knowledge and experience" 

 

LIVESTOCK DOCS 

 

Forward to friends and family. If not currently recieving this email from 

Livestock Logic but are keen to subscribe to the free Livestock Docs Monthly 

Newsletter, click the following link http://eepurl.com/DeIB1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Operating Hours 

 

The Livestock Logic office at 60 Portland Road will 

be closed from Christmas Day until New Year’s Day 

re-opening on Friday 2 January 2015.  Over this 

time Worm Egg Count and Feed samples can be 

left in the fridge on the front porch which will be 

checked daily and samples processed. On non-

public holidays during this time call Cox Street Vets 

on 5571 1202 or attend the clinic at 87 Cox Street, 

Hamilton for all your Veterinary needs or drug 

requirements. 

 

A large animal vet will be available for all of your 

needs on all days over the Christmas-New Year 

period, but restricted to after hours calls on the 

public holidays. 
 

 

 

Don’t select for drench resistance during the 

drought! 

  

While the failed spring will increase the 

supplementary feed bill over summer there is a 

good opportunity to cut down on drench costs with 

http://eepurl.com/DeIB1


 

monitoring of stock and only drenching those 

animals with elevated worm egg counts. The lack of 

carryover feed also means that it is a good 

opportunity to clean your paddocks of worm levels 

prior to autumn, thus reducing worm pressure on 

stock next winter. But the dry is also an opportunity 

to heavily select for worm resistance with 

unnecessary drenching, so we need to make the 

correct decisions on whether to drench, how many 

to drench and what product to use. 

  

Do I Need to Drench 

 Based on Egg Counts. If high then need to 

drench promptly. Where counts aren’t 

reducing production then advantages to 

delay drench a few more weeks. 

  

Leave a Proportion of the Mob Un-drenched 

 This leaves a proportion of the worms not 

exposed to a drench, thus reducing 

selection pressure against worms. 

  

Get the Right Drench 

 Must avoid any long acting products over 

summer – Capsules or moxidectin 

 Use highly effective drenches – New actives 

or 3 way combinations 

Post drought we can often see the emergence of 

drench resistance on properties that have 

previously had effective drenches. This is due to 

overzealous drenching in the summer when larvae 

levels on pasture are very low. Only drench on the 

back of an elevated Worm Egg Count this 

summer!!! 
 



 

 

Lamb Feed Lotting 

 

Judging by the amount of Eskalin prescriptions we 

have been filling for lamb pellets there is a 

considerable amount of producers in the region 

gearing up to finish lambs on grain/pellets. With the 

lack of quality feed quickly diminishing many of us 

are asking the question what is the best option for 

our lambs, sell as stores, finish quickly on full grain 

ration or keep them ticking along with thought that 

prices will shoot skyward in the new year. For those 

that take the grain/feedlot option it is important you 

get it right, as the opportunity to increase the value 

of your lambs can quite quickly be lost on a small 

percentage of dead lambs or worse poor 

productivity. 

 

Once a routine is established the art of inducting 

lambs onto grain and getting decent growth rates 

can seem pretty simple. Those that do it year round 

no doubt have this down pat, but when we do it 

only a few times a year or every few years then 

simple mistakes can be costly. 

 

The key things to consider are  

 Induction onto grain – Need to allow an 

absolute minimum of 2 weeks for gut 

microbes to be ready to handle a full (90%) 

grain ration 

 Diet – Energy and protein levels. In general 

the higher of each the better 

o Pellets Vs Mixing grains. Balance 

between cheapest form of energy 

and easiest form of delivery 

 Induction treatments – Drench & 5in1 are 

the minimum 

 Pen space, feed trough and water space – 



 

All need attention to minimise social stress 

on lambs to minimise shy feeders 

 Providing fibre for lambs – They need fibre 

(~10%) but any increase in intake will limit 

ability to consume high carbohydrate grain 

and therefore growth rate is limited 

 Vitamins and minerals – varies with season, 

time of year and feed sources. 

 

These are just a snap shot of the basics that need 

attention. If you are looking to feed lot lambs over 

the coming weeks and are unsure about best 

practice guidelines and would like advice on 

management of lambs please call Livestock Logic 

on 03 55 721419.  
 

 

 

Joining Ewe Lambs 

  

The age at which maiden ewes will join successfully 

is determined predominantly by live weight and 

condition score.  Nutrition is therefore the main 

influence, however breed and season of birth also 

play a role.  For those planning on joining ewe 

lambs this season, they need to be weighed now to 

determine their required level of daily weight gain 

until the planned joining date. 

  

Mating well grown ewe lambs with adequate feed 

and appropriate management can have many 

advantages, including; 

 Expected pregnancy rate of 60-80%. 

 Longer reproductive lifetime. 

 Ewes can be sold at a younger age and 

therefore give increased returns. 

 Decreased unproductive time, and 

increased rate of genetic improvement. 

 Replacement ewes can be purchased at a 



younger age, which is generally cheaper. 

  

Disadvantages may also exist, including; 

 Few ewe lambs under 12 months of age will 

cycle naturally before January, therefore a 

March/April joining will usually be more 

successful unless aids such as teaser rams 

are used. 

 Short term check in growth and wool 

production which will need to be overcome 

with nutritional management. 

 Improved nutrition and increased 

management is required before joining, 

during pregnancy and from lambing to 

second joining to ensure continued 

successful reproductive lifespan. 

  

In a poor season, supplementary feeding will be 

required to ensure ewe lambs achieve appropriate 

growth rates to reach target weights for successful 

joining and to ensure the success of their future 

reproduction.  Lambs weaned at 12 weeks of age 

with a live weight of 25kg will need to gain 

167g/day in order to reach 45kg at 7 months (with 

some genetics a 40kg minimum joining weight gets 

sufficient conception rates).  While these weight 

gains are not massive you cannot afford to have a 

check in your ewe lambs and continual weight gain 

is recommended. The need to regularly weigh 

sheep/lambs is essential to ensure lambs are on 

track for target weights. 

  

Cereal grains are the most cost-effective energy 

supplements available.  On dry or dead pasture, a 

20% protein/80% cereal grain supplement is 

effective in maintaining adequate growth rates.  A 

35kg ewe on dry pasture of 50% digestibility will 



 

need 800g of 20% lupins, 80% barley to achieve a 

daily weight gain of 150g.  If ewe lambs are at 35kg 

now, and you are aiming at 45kg then you are 

probably aiming for a daily weight gain of 100g. 

 This can be achieved with 500g of a lupin/barley 

mix or equivalent, which will cost about 

20c/head/day.  Basically this works out to about 

$24 per ewe to get to target weight; a relatively 

cheap form of increasing numbers of pregnant 

ewes on farm if good conception rates are 

achieved. 
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