
 

 

 

 "Our aim is to improve the health and productivity  
of livestock through evidence based collaborative 
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Forward to friends and family. If not currently recieving this email from 

Livestock Logic but are keen to subscribe to the free Livestock Docs Monthly 

Newsletter, click the following link http://eepurl.com/DeIB1 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaser Time 

 

Are you looking to utilise the spring and join ewe 

lambs this year? 

 

Factors that affect ewe lamb fertility are 

 Body Weight relative to mature body size 

 Exposure to reduced daylight hours (fertility 

highest from March onwards) 

 Age 

 Genetic propensity to lay down fat 

Even when ewe lambs tick the boxes above, it has 

been shown that few ewe lambs get mated by a 

ram during the first two weeks of joining.  This is 

due to the ram effect, stimulating non cycling ewes 

to start ovulating (ovary start producing eggs).  The 

“Ram Effect” phenomena is highest in ewe lambs. 

 The characteristic presentation is when only a 

small percentage of ewes lamb in the first 2 weeks 

of the expected lambing date. When ewes are 
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cycling well, close to 70% of ewes should lamb 

during this time. 

  

Anyone joining ewe lambs needs to consider this 

as if you only join for 5 weeks and the ram effect is 

occurring then you are only giving ewes one cycle 

to get in lamb. There are 3 ways to combat this 

problem 

1. Join rams for 7 weeks, but makes for a 

spread out lambing 

2.  Run vasectomised rams with ewe lambs for 

2 weeks prior to joining We have been 

performing a number of these recently. We 

encourage you to talk to your ram breeder 

about this, as some have recently 

vasectomised their cull rams. This then 

poses no further disease risk as you are 

already purchasing stock from this property. 

3. Use testosterone treated wethers as teasers 

This works very well if have mature wethers 

available.  Wethers need injecting 1 month prior to 

planned joining date, so if you would like to go 

down this path I suggest contacting the team at 

Livestock Logic on 0355721419 

If you have gone to the effort of getting ewes to 

joinable weights then ensuring they are given every 

opportunity to get in lamb is well worth the effort. 
 

 

 

Lame Ewes = Lame Pregnancy Rates 

 

Seasonal conditions in the South West have 

provided wonderful conditions for foot abscess and 

both benign (scald) and virulent strains of footrot. 

The percentage of lame ewes on some properties 

in the district is substantial and this will reflect 

poorly on ewe conception rates if action isn’t taken 



 

promptly. Lame ewes do not get pregnant for a 

number of reasons 

 Lame ewes  graze for shorter  periods so 

are generally in a state of weight loss, thus 

less likely to be cycling 

 Despite contrary beliefs, with sheep ewes 

seek rams, a lame ewe will not seek a ram 

 Lame ewes cannot physically hold the 

weight of a ram serving her 

Foot bathing will help clear up scald and sheep with 

footrot with a small amount of underrun. Ewes with 

more severe under run require antibiotics to have a 

good chance of making a recovery for joining. Ewes 

with abscess only respond promptly to antibiotics. 

 

It has been a great spring in the South West which 

creates the opportunity for good condition score 

sheep to have high conception rates, let’s get on 

top of lame ewes promptly to avoid disappointing 

dry rates in ewes at scanning time. Call Livestock 

Logic to discuss your best treatment options 03 55 

721 419. 

  
 

 

 

Cored Vs Grab sampled hay – Effect on Quality 

 

Recent trial confirms the importance of making the 

effort to use a corer to sample hay or silage as 

opposed to taking grab samples from the windrow 

which is not as a reliable reflection of the quality of 

your product.  Recently, we have conducted a 

number of tests on windrowed hay that was grab 

sampled Vs the same hay after baling and taken 

with a corer.  The results speak for themselves. 

 

Not only was there a significant reduction in quality, 

namely digestibility and energy with a grab sample 



but there was also more protein present in the grab 

sample.  This is due to the fact that generally the 

clover leaf will shatter as it goes through the baler, 

resulting in cored baled hay having lower protein 

than the windrow did. 

  

Sample Method 
Digestibility(DDM) 

(% DM) 

ME 

(MJ/kg 

DM) 

1-pasture 

hay                  

Core 60.3 8.8 

Grab 55.8 8.0 

 2 

phalaris/ryegs 

hay 

Core 60.4 8.8 

Grab 57.0 8.2 

3 ryegs/clv 

hay               

Core 57.9 8.3 

Grab 52.8 7.5 

  

  

The driving reason behind the differences observed 

is that a core sample allows collection of a number 

of different bales which were produced at different 

areas of the paddock, therefore taking into account 

all (or the majority) of the variation you expect to 

see.  A grab sample is just a handful of dried 

pasture taken from one bale or from a windrow and 

is only representative of the area you took the grab 

from.  The results from a grab sample do not 

translate to the entire paddock, and therefore 

people looking to purchase hay (or silage) should 

be asking if the feed test results they are looking at 

come from a grab or a core sample. 

 

It is vital that hay and silage samples sent for 

analysis represent the average composition of all 

the hay in the shed, stack or paddock on your 

farm.  Factors such as rain damage, variation in soil 

types across the paddock and weed content will all 

significantly bias a feed analysis if the correct 

sampling method is not followed.  

 

We have corers available to loan at no cost to 



 

ensure you take a representative sample.  Call 

Steve or Glenys to find out more on 03 55 721 419. 

  
 

 

 

Breeding Soundness Evaluation of Rams prior 

to Joining 

 

Breeding soundness evaluations (BSE’s) by a vet is 

a rapid test to ensure your ram sire can effectively 

mate ewes and produce good quality semen. 

 Livestock Logic vets can conduct BSEs on up to 

50+ rams per hour.    

 

Testes should be of a firm consistency, soft testis 

have decreased quality semen production. Tone of 

the testes (semen production) can be affected by 

season, genetics, injury, age, poor nutrition, 

bacterial infection, heat stress etc. 

 

Testes should be bilaterally symmetrical and free of 

abnormalities indicating injury or infection. 

Detection of abnormalities and tone of the teste is 

best evaluated by an experienced vet. 

 

Sperm development takes approximately 7 weeks 

to complete. High quality feed, avoiding stress eg 

shearing, foot paring etc and prompt treatment of 

infection in particular foot abscess is required in the 

6-8 weeks prior to joining. Check for signs of 

lameness to ensure prompt treatment and ensure 

semen quality is at its peak 3 X weekly in 2 months 

prior to joining. 

 

The circumference of the scrotum is also important 

in a BSE evaluation; the scrotal circumference can 

be equilibrated to testicle size. A scrotal 

circumference of 32cm minimum is required to 

ensure adequate semen production. High levels of 



 

quality feed intake in rams can lead to a 67% 

increase in testicle size which correlates to 

increased sperm production in the ram. The 

response of the testes to increased nutrition is 

influenced by the season with the maximal 

response being achieved in autumn to early winter. 

  

Rams with poor quality semen can keep the fertile 

rams out of the mating, reducing conception rates 

in the flock which can be costly, affecting the 

bottom line of your business. BSE’s are a great way 

of checking the potential mating ability of your rams 

prior to joining. Contact Livestock Logic for more 

information. 
 

 

 

 

 

WEC Data 

 

The last month in Worm Logic has been pretty busy 

with pre summer drench WEC’s. We have also 

been doing an unusually large amount of drench 

resistance tests, this is due to the lack of them 

performed in the same corresponding period last 

year which highlights the difference in the last two 

springs.  Much more rain from Oct to Dec in the 

year just completed has given us a contrasting year 

from 2012/13, when lambs were drenched at 

weaning and most mobs did not require a follow up 

drench until post autumn rains in June/July. This 

year we are seeing evidence of mortality and 

subclinical disease in lambs as early as 3 weeks 

post drenching. 

 

While pasture quantity has been fantastic with 

some green feed still available in early January, it is 

important to remember that good pasture growing 

conditions also suit good worm survival. With great 

levels of nutrition adult sheep have been able to (in 

most cases) destroy most worm larvae they eat and 



 

keep worm levels to very low levels with many 

sheep not requiring any summer drench yet. Lambs 

do not have the same capabilities to fight off worm 

infection, hence the need for more frequent 

drenching and monitoring. When drenched onto 

pastures that are not clean from a worm 

perspective lambs should be WEC’d 25-30 days 

post drench, and every 2-3 weeks thereafter.  For 

those that have been complacent with lambs we 

encourage you to monitor them promptly.  While an 

effective drench eliminates worms immediately from 

the intestines and stomach it takes several weeks 

before they start to absorb nutrients satisfactorily, 

hence why a worm burden has such significant 

consequences for animal growth rates. 

 

Steps we advise you to consider with your weaners 

 Worm Egg Count 4 weeks after a drench 

and then every 2 weeks 

 Remember it takes >14 days for an egg 

count to be detectable after an effective 

drench. Fatal worm burdens can occur 21-

28 days post drench 

 Utilise clean pastures for weaners where 

possible 

 Get lambs onto grain trail if don’t have 

 access to summer crops or Lucerne to 

avoid lamb losses later this month 

 

 

 

 


