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New Year Reminders 

 If joining ewe lambs and wanting to use 

teasers you need to organise the first dose 

for your wethers 4 weeks prior to the day 

you plan to join. 

 Ram checks prior to joining – We continue 

to find 10-15% of rams on farm are 

unsuitable for joining. If you have 30 + rams 

then the cost of this exercise is really only a 

few dollars per head. Cheap in the scheme 

of your ram bill. Get rams on lupins 6 weeks 

prior to joining commencement. 

 1
st
 Summer Drench WEC’s should have 

been done, for those that had low counts 

then a re-check will be due in mid-late Jan 

 Pasture quality testing – Average producer 

with 500Ha will have >1000kg of Dry Matter 

per Ha. This equates to 500 tonnes of feed 

available to stock. In the short term it is far 

more valuable to test the pasture rather than 

http://eepurl.com/DeIB1


 

the grain or hay you have available. The 

pasture on many farms will still be providing 

>50% of mature animals energy, and its 

level of digestibility will determine if and how 

much grain/hay should be fed. 

 

 

 

 

Feet Problems??? – A dry year creates the 

opportunity to eradicate the nasties!!! 

 

Seasonal conditions in the South West have 

provided good conditions for livestock feet. 

Incidences of foot abscess and both benign (scald) 

and virulent strains of footrot should be at lower 

levels than this time last year. A dry summer 

represents a good year to take action against foot 

rot and if there is considerable lameness in ewes 

we advise veterinary inspection to identify the 

cause. Prompt treatment of lame ewes will improve 

conception rates as lame ewes do not get pregnant 

for a number of reasons 

 Lame ewes  graze for shorter  periods so 

are generally in a state of weight loss, thus 

less likely to be cycling 

 Despite contrary beliefs, with sheep ewes 

seek rams, a lame ewe will not seek a ram 

 Lame ewes cannot physically hold the 

weight of a ram serving her 

Foot bathing will help clear up scald and sheep with 

footrot with a small amount of underrun. Ewes with 

more severe under run require antibiotics to have a 

good chance of making a recovery for joining. Ewes 

with abscess only respond promptly to antibiotics. 

Call Livestock Logic to discuss your best treatment 

options 03 55 721 419. 
 

 



 

Pinkeye 

 

Over the next 2-3 weeks we will have an 

appreciation for what the pinkeye risk for 2015 will 

be, we would expect high levels of dust to create 

problems but pasture is very short and fly numbers 

are down with the dry. For those getting close to 

weaning and selling weaners it will be useful to be 

able to treat cases as animals come through the 

yards, mustering to treat a small percentage of 

animals is often not advised as risk of further 

spread increases with contact and dust from 

yarding. 

 

We would advise assessing level of pinkeye in the 

herd prior to yarding so you can have products 

available if required for prompt treatment. Note the 

spray cans of Terramycin actually cause irritation to 

the eye and should not be bought, sold or used 

under any circumstances. A recent trial showed that 

the following treatments (in order) were best for 

animals with pink eye: 

1. Systemic injectable antibiotics are a better 

treatment but are administered on a per kg 

basis, so cattle require large doses and 

hence are considerably dearer than pink eye 

tubes into the eye. For sheep and calves 

they should be considered as lower dose 

makes them cost effective. 

2. Antibiotics into the eye 

3. No treatment 

4. Spray can of terramycin 

  

Other options not utilised in the above trial that are 

of benefit include 

 Patch over eye to reduce irritation caused by 

UV exposure 



 

 Veterinary treatment involving sowing 

eyelids and steroid injections into sub 

conjunctiva is best treatment but obviously 

dearer than above options. 

 

 

Worm Logic Update 

  

Given that the 2014 spring has been similar to the climatic conditions of 

spring/summer 2012, I have reviewed Livestock Logic’s worm egg count data from 

January 2013 which given current climatic conditions is likely to reflect what we will 

see in the early stages of 2015. 

 

This highlights the differences between a wet spring summer (13/14) and a failed 

spring (12/13) in terms of pasture contamination levels and exposure of stock to 

worms. Focussing on the January to May period we see that with a dry spring and 

summer period egg counts were very low by January and remained low right 

through until they started to increase steadily in July, that year we did not get a 

break until late May. In contrast this year (2014) egg counts remained high in Jan-

March, reduced in April-May but then sharply increased from June onwards. 

  

The key differences in these years were: 

 Spring and early summer rainfall 

 Quantity of dry standing carry over feed in summer & autumn 

The above led to a huge difference in the amount of worm eggs on pasture at the 

time of the autumn break and thus stock challenge in winter and spring. 

  

What this means for us in 2015: 

 

Provided it stays dry in Jan-March (Typical of a winter dominant rainfall region) 

with good worm management over summer this year we can reduce the effects of 

worms for the 2015 winter and spring. The key to this will be monitoring and 

eliminating the worm population from sheep with egg counts of 150+. While the 

data above would suggest that second summer drenching requirements will be 

limited this year, animals must be monitored 6-8 weeks (6 for weaners, 8 for 

mature sheep) post 1
st
 summer drench in February this year to know that pastures 

are not getting contaminated in the late summer/autumn period. 



 

  

Andrew Whale, Livestock Logic, Hamilton, Vic (a.whale@livestocklogic.com.au) 

 

Below Graph 1: Review of worm data from 2013 & 2014 

Months of year Vs % of sheep that Livestock Logic recommended drenching 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2013 Livestock Logic, All rights reserved. 

 

 

Our Office & Mailing address is: 

60 Portland Road, Hamilton, VIC, 3300 

 

Phone: (03) 5572 1419 

Fax: (03) 5572 1311 

Email: admin@livestocklogic.com.au 

Web: www.livestocklogic.com.au 

 

unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences  
 

 

 

mailto:a.whale@livestocklogic.com.au
http://livestocklogic.us7.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=99662736380746ee87c7d02d9&id=c648aa4ed2&e=%5bUNIQID%5d&c=a66fd6ed77
http://livestocklogic.us7.list-manage1.com/profile?u=99662736380746ee87c7d02d9&id=c648aa4ed2&e=%5bUNIQID%5d

