
 

 

 

 "Our aim is to improve the health and productivity  
of livestock through evidence based collaborative 

research, knowledge and experience" 

 

LIVESTOCK DOCS 

 

Forward to friends and family. If not currently recieving this email from 

Livestock Logic but are keen to subscribe to the free Livestock Docs Monthly 

Newsletter, click the following link http://eepurl.com/DeIB1 

 

 

 

 

 

Grass Tetany - Magnesium Deficiency 

  

If you have recently calved cattle always ensure 

carry at least one grass tetany 4 in 1 mineral pouch 

in your farm vehicle, so you can promptly treat 

affected cases.  Any delay will reduce the chance 

of saving the cow.  Also a reminder, with recently 

calved cows, of the importance of feeding hay 

particularly during particularly inclement weather 

events for animals on high risk grass dominant 

pastures. Paddocks that have minimal dry standing 

feed amongst green pasture are at much higher 

risk and some form of fibre even if poor quality will 

be beneficial to calves in late gestation and during 

the first few months of gestation. While this season 

should not be as bad as last year when there was 

zero dry standing feed, paddocks that were cut for 

hay/silage last year will still be high risk paddocks, 

as well as those that have been stocked heavily 

this autumn. 

  

http://eepurl.com/DeIB1


 

Contact us for ‘Grass tetany risk matrix’ for full 

details of risk.  Includes relevant soil and pasture 

tests for grass tetany risk etc. 

  

If you have had any deaths occurring contact 

Livestock Logic to discuss methods for determining 

the cause.  Knowing it is not grass tetany or 

calcium deficiency can alert you to look for other 

causes and not waste money on grass tetany 

treatments. 
 

 

 

Ewes Slow to Lamb - Is it the Ram Effect? 

 

If your ewes have been slow to lamb in the first 2 

weeks of their expected lambing period then it is 

highly likely that Ram Effect has occurred. The ram 

effect occurs in most breeds when they are joined 

prior to Christmas, when ewes have been kept well 

away from rams for a few months prior to joining. 

Ewes will naturally cycle when daylight hours start 

to decrease, post the summer solstice, Dec 21. 

When ewes are not cycling (anoestrous) and rams 

are put with them it will trigger the majority of ewes 

to ovulate within a couple days. However, this is a 

silent heat and ewes will not seek out a ram, 

subsequently they will not cycle again until 17-21 

days after rams were put with ewes. This results in 

the observation of very little lambing activity over 

the first 2.5 weeks with a big rush around 3 weeks 

after the expected start of lambing. 

 

In most breeds the ram effect is only observed 

when lambing occurs prior to July. Reflect on your 

lambing that has just occurred and consider if this 

phenomena is occurring on your property. If so 

there are steps to take to minimise its impact. 

 

There are 3 ways to combat this problem: 



 

1. Join  rams for 7 weeks, but makes for a 

spread out lambing 

     2.  Run  vasectomised rams with ewe lambs for 

2             weeks prior to joining 

 

We have been performing a number of these 

recently. We encourage you to talk to your ram 

breeder about this, as now would be a good time to 

vasectomise their cull rams. This then poses no 

further disease risk as you are already purchasing 

stock from this property. 

3. Use testosterone treated wethers as teasers 

This works very well if have mature wethers 

available.  Wethers need injecting 1 month prior to 

planned joining date 

  
 

 

 

WEC Report 

 

Weaner cattle egg counts are starting to rise on 

some properties and we encourage producers to 

egg count weaners over winter rather than just 

drench. Drenching calves with low worm egg 

counts (like sheep) is an expensive exercise that 

puts increased pressure on drench chemicals. 

  

The following table represents sheep that have had 

counts greater than 200epg from Livestock Logic 

Worm Laboratory in May 

  

Class of Sheep 
% Requiring 

Drenching 

Mature Age Sheep 4% 

Maidens/Hogg 2012 Drop 9% 

Weaners 2013 drop 18% 

  



  

As we typically see the younger sheep have higher 

egg counts and priority in monitoring on your 

property should be placed on younger sheep. 

  

We have had our first few cases of mortality due to 

intestinal parasitism. In one property it was weaners 

south of Hamilton that were dying within 25 days of 

an effective drench, they have had green grass for 

months now so some paddocks are highly 

contaminated. This is a good reminder that if 

weaners start to crash 3-4 weeks post drench then 

paddocks must be highly contaminated and it is 

likely that until the spring they will require that 

frequency of drenching. 

  

Looking Forward 

  

As we get into winter, the need for regular 

monitoring becomes more important and I expect 

we will see increasing numbers of weaner losses 

due to intestinal worms through June and July. 

Producers need to stay on the ball with all mobs but 

particularly weaners and monitor regularly and 

drench when egg counts get to 250-300epg. If 

there is illthrift or scours without an elevated egg 

count then call Livestock Logic and we can perform 

an examination/autopsy on animals to develop the 

best plan of action. 

  

The following are guidelines to winter WEC 

monitoring: 

 Weaner calves – 6 weeks post drench, 

every 3 weeks thereafter 

 Lambs – Test 5 weeks post drench, 

fortnightly thereafter 

 Mature sheep – Test 6-8 weeks post drench, 

every 4-5 weeks therafter 

 Pregnant ewes – Aim for an egg count 2-3 



 

weeks prior to lambing, the history of their 

recent egg counts can be a good guide as to 

the level of paddock contamination and thus 

likely worm pickup over lambing 

 

 

 

 

De-sexing Special at Cox Street Vets  

 

During the month of July only, Cox Street Vets are 

offering a discount on all small animal de-sexing. 

 

If you have been thinking of this for some time, the 

month of July is the time to do it. 

 

For more information, or to make an appointment, 

please contact Cox Street Vets on 5571 1202 
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