
 

 

 

 "Our aim is to improve the health and productivity  
of livestock through evidence based collaborative 

research, knowledge and experience" 

 

LIVESTOCK DOCS 

 

Forward to friends and family. If not currently recieving this email from 

Livestock Logic but are keen to subscribe to the free Livestock Docs Monthly 

Newsletter, click the following link http://eepurl.com/DeIB1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tri-Solfen - Any Volume, Any Time 

 

Are you starting to plan your lamb marking? Do you 

know that Livestock Logic can sell Tri-Solfen in any 

quantity you require. 

 

All you need to do is bring along a well washed out 

spare drum (from last year) and we can refill it to 

any quantity that you need for this year's lamb 

marking.  
 

 

 

Cattle Worm Egg Count Reduction Trials 

 

Recent trials confirm a high level of drench 

resistance in cattle herds. In order to ensure 

lactating cattle are productive and young 

heifers/steers are growing optimally we need to 

ensure we are using an effective drench. Drench 

resistance tests are the only way of knowing how 

http://eepurl.com/DeIB1


 

well drenches are working in your herd. 

 

We currently have research funding from Coopers 

MSD to compare the efficacy of their new oral triple 

combination drench (Trifecta) in 6 dairy and 8 beef 

herds against a range of available cattle drenches. 

Preliminary trials done so far show this product to 

be highly effective, as expected with a triple 

combination drench, but more importantly we are 

identifying that many drenches, particularly pour on 

products are not having the desired impact. This is 

an opportunity to get independent trial work on the 

efficacy of various drenches on your farm with all 

lab fees covered. 

 

Livestock Logic can then use this information to 

formulate an effective and sustainable drench plan 

aimed at maximising production, and at the same 

time minimising drench resistance development. 

 

The first herds that have 100 suitable calves for the 

trial can take advantage of this subsidised trial 

work. “Suitable calves” for the trial are weaner 

calves less than 16 months of age and not 

drenched in the last 6 weeks and with a moderate 

WEC. For more information or if you have a group 

with high enough levels call Livestock Logic on 03 

55 721419. 
 

 

 

Ewes Slow to Lamb - Is it the Ram Effect? 

 

If your ewes have been slow to lamb in the first 2 

weeks of their expected lambing period then it is 

highly likely that Ram Effect has occurred. The ram 

effect occurs in most breeds when they are joined 

prior to Christmas, when ewes have been kept well 

away from rams for a few months prior to joining. 

Ewes will naturally cycle when daylight hours start 



 

to decrease, post the summer solstice, Dec 21. 

When ewes are not cycling (anoestrous) and rams 

are put with them it will trigger the majority of ewes 

to ovulate within a couple days. However, this is a 

silent heat and ewes will not seek out a ram, 

subsequently they will not cycle again until 17-21 

days after rams were put with ewes. This results in 

the observation of very little lambing activity over 

the first 2.5 weeks with a big rush around 3 weeks 

after the expected start of lambing. 

 

In most breeds, the ram effect is only observed 

when lambing occurs prior to July. Reflect on your 

lambing that has just occurred and consider if this 

phenomena is occurring on your property. If so 

there are steps to take to minimise its impact. 

 

There are 3 ways to combat this problem: 

1. Join  rams for 7 weeks, but makes for a 

spread out lambing 

2. Run  vasectomised rams with ewe lambs for 

2 weeks prior to joining.                                 

     We have been performing a number of 

these recently.   We encourage you to talk to 

your ram breeder about this, as now would 

be a good time to vasectomise their cull 

rams. This then poses no further disease 

risk as you are already purchasing stock 

from this property. 

3. Use testosterone treated wethers as teasers 

This works very well if have mature wethers 

available.  Wethers need injecting 1 month prior to 

planned joining date 

  
 

 

WEC Report 



 

 Egg counts are on the move – WEC all weaners NOW 

 Start thinking about lambing paddocks and avoid high egg count mobs in 

those paddocks 

 Be strategic about WEC’s in pregnant ewes. Monitor monthly and 3 weeks 

prior to lambing start date to help make informed drench decision. 

As predicted we had enough rain in April to give us conditions for worm survival 

and we are starting to see egg counts on the rise, particularly in weaners. We have 

in the last 10 days setup 2 sheep drench trials (the first in Western Vic for this year 

for Livestock Logic), this is usually a pretty good indicator as to worm pickup. If we 

can’t find weaners to do drench trials in then there aren’t many sheep around with 

a significant worm burden. 

  

The below chart shows a spike in WEC’s for May and this should trigger you to get 

some egg counts done. With ordinary weather around, weaners with a worm 

burden will crash due to worms, weather and lack of nutrition. Regular monitoring, 

every 2-3 weeks is a must for weaners from here on in and at least monthly for 

older animals.  

 

Anyone that has not done a drench resistance test in the last 3 years should be 

thinking about getting one done now that weaner counts will start to increase. We 

can help you setup these trials and provide informed independent advice with a 

drench plan to reduce your reliance on certain drench classes 

  

Below: Percentage of Sheep Requiring Drenching from Livestock Logic Laboratory 
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