
 

 

 

 "Our aim is to improve the health and productivity  
of livestock through evidence based collaborative 

research, knowledge and experience" 

 

LIVESTOCK DOCS 

 

Forward to friends and family. If not currently recieving this email from 

Livestock Logic but are keen to subscribe to the free Livestock Docs Monthly 

Newsletter, click the following link http://eepurl.com/DeIB1 

 

 

 

 

 

What is pasture digestibility doing at the moment? 

 

In February, we tested 99 dry pasture samples.  These samples contained a 

mix of improved perennials, unimproved (native/weeds/annuals) and covered 

areas across Victoria, south east of SA and southern NSW. 

 

The spread of digestibility’s ranged from as high as 62.7% near Nareen in 

early Feb to as low as 41% at Barmah (north-eastern Vic) during late 
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February.   The average digestibility of the samples we tested was 48%, 

however, as David keeps reminding me, the average person has 1 ovary and 

1 testicle!   It is therefore difficult to answer peoples questions when they ask: 

‘What’s pasture digestibility doing at the moment?’  To give an average 

number would not be accurate and if you are basing supplementary feeding 

requirements on a guess could potentially cost you a lot of money. 

 

The graph above indicates what the average digestibility per month has been 

for the samples we have tested in the past 18 months (309 samples).  The 

error bars indicate the variation in the range.  This variation is caused by: 

1. The type of pasture being tested, i.e ryegrass dominant pasture Vs 

silver grass dominant pasture 

2. The amount of rain that has fallen on the paddock.  Rain will cause a 

reduction in the digestibility 

3. The area the samples have come from.  Season and growing 

conditions will influence the quality 

4. The amount of clover or clover burr present in the sample 

5. The amount of green (if any) mixed in with the dry feed sample   

If you are using pasture digestibility to calculate the ME deficit and therefore 

the amount of supplement to feed your stock, you need to have your pasture 

tested.  Guessing will cost you money – whichever way you look at it! 

 

 

Eskalin to minimise Acidosis Risks 

 

While most producers will have grain feeding well 

under way by now, for those looking to feedlot 

lambs this is a reminder about the benefits of 

Eskalin. The risk of acidosis from some animals 

gorging grain is a very real problem that occurs far 

too commonly, causing mortality but most 

commonly clinical and sub clinical disease. Getting 

the introduction phase of grain feeding to lambs 

right has many benefits. The use of Eskalin 

definitely makes this process easier. 

 

Eskalin (Virginiamycin) is an S4 antibiotic that 



 

prevents lactic acid producing bugs from 

multiplying, reducing acidosis risk and improves 

energy availability. Since it is an S4 antibiotic it 

does require Veterinary approval/prescription. It 

has a nil withholding period. 

 

While buffers such as sodium bicarbonate and 

sodium bentonite play a role in reducing the 

incidence of laminitis they are far less effective than 

Virginiamycin at preventing both clinical and sub 

clinical signs associated with sudden and excessive 

grain intake. In a perfect world its addition is 

unnecessary, but there are often many factors that 

are hard to manage in temporary feedlots that can 

lead to acidosis developing. 

 

Virginiamycin is a relatively cheap insurance policy 

against this and a worthwhile inclusion when 

starting lambs on grain and for the first 10 days on 

a full ration. 

There are a number of different options for 

including Eskalin into the diet whether you are 

purchasing pellets or preparing your own ration at 

home. 

 

Anyone looking to feed grain in a feedlot or start 

lambs on grain should consider adding Eskalin into 

the ration and Livestock Logic Vets are happy to 

discuss options for its use on 03 55 721419. 
 

 
 

 

Livestock Logic & Cox Street Vest has a 24 hour service for all your   

autumn calving - just call 5572 1419 and you will be directed 

to the Vet on call 

 



 

 

Managing Sheep Health Course 

 

Rural Industries Skill Training (RIST) in conjunction 

with Livestock Logic are coordinating “Managing 

Sheep Health” course in Hamilton. 

 

Please see the following 

link: http://www.livestocklogic.com.au/links-

resources/animal-health-courses/  for a brochure on 

the course. 

  

We aim to commence session 1 at the end of 

March at RIST in Hamilton. 

  

Please contact RIST on (03)5573 0943 or Bec at 

Livestock Logic on (03) 5572 1419 for further 

information or to register your interest.  

  
 

 

 

WEC Report 

 

Worm eggs that are defecated by sheep from here 

on in are going to survive with the help of large 

amounts of feed on offer in pastures following our 

good spring. Any rain and dew will aid these eggs 

to survive through to the infective larvae stage, 

when ingestion by sheep allows the life cycle to 

continue causing worm pastures to become heavily 

contaminated. 

  

In short what this means for our sheep producers. 

You must be proactive in monitoring sheep now 

and have lower drench trigger levels than this time 

last year when we were aiming to discourage 

drenching when not needed as it was highly 

selective for drench resistance. Your autumn and 

winter drench problems that you experience this 

year will come back to how you managed worms in 
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sheep in February, March and April. Your second 

summer drenching egg counts should be performed 

ASAP to allow for sound worm management 

decisions to be made. This year is a high risk year 

for heavy worm burdens throughout winter and 

action must be taken now to avoid large production 

losses and high animal health expenses. 

  

The following table reflects the amount of sheep 

that we have recommended second summer 

drenching for at Livestock Logic in February to 

date. Note some of these sheep would not have 

received a first summer drench. 

 

   

Class of Sheep 
% Requiring 

Drenching 

Ewes greater than 2.5 years 64% 

Maidens/Hogg 2012 Drop 78% 

Weaners 2013 drop 37% 

 

 

Not surprisingly the 2012 hoggets have a higher 

drench requirement than the older classes of stock. 

The reason for the lower percentage of lambs 

getting drenched would be that many of these 

lambs would have been drenched 5-6 weeks 

earlier, whereas most mature sheep do not get a 

follow up worm egg count until at least 2 months 

post drenching in summer. 

  

Act promptly to reduce winter worms burdens this 

year. 
 

 

 

The effect of frosts on cereal crops from a 

quality point of view. 

 

There has been interest from producers looking to 

purchase frost affected grain, with many asking 



what will the quality of frosted cereal crops be like?  

The simple answer is – there is no simple answer! 

 

The short answer is, the effect that a frost will have 

on yield and quality is very much dependant on the 

severity of the frost and the timing of the frost in 

relation to crop development. 

 

Research to date has found that severely frosted 

cereal grains may have slightly lower ME and 

digestibility levels than unfrosted grains, however, 

the results for the frosted grains were still within the 

acceptable range for stockfeed values.  Research 

at Wagga on wheat grain found that frosted wheat 

was 0.8 MJ ME/kg DM lower compared to unfrosted 

wheat.  Results from other feed testing laboratories 

(unpublished data) indicate that barley affected by 

frost still had ME and digestibility figures within the 

season average range of 10.9 -13.5 MJ ME.  

 

Research from our laboratory over the past 18 

months (unpublished data – based on visual 

appearance of ‘normal’ grains and ‘pinched’ grains) 

agrees with the abovementioned data.  We have 

found that ‘pinched’ grains (either affected by frost 

or from lack of moisture at grain filling) tend to have 

higher crude protein figures compared to ‘normal 

grains’.  This is thought to be caused by the frost 

affecting grain fill, resulting in less starch 

accumulation in the grain and resulting in an overall 

higher proportion of protein to starch (energy). 

 

A severe frost during grain fill may prevent the 

sugars from being converted to starch, therefore 

feed analysis reports may indicate a lower than 

usual starch content.  Fibre and Ash parameters 

may also be higher in frosted grains due to a higher 

proportion of seed coat and lower proportion of 

endosperm. 

Frosted grains usually have a lower test weight due 



 

to the fact that the grains are pinched or ’shrivelled’, 

and therefore are not the first choice for stockfeed 

manufacturers’ because of the requirement to 

change the milling equipment settings for 

processing.  In my opinion, these types of grains 

can represent good value for money for buyers 

looking for stockfeed.  First, consider the cost on an 

energy basis rather than $/t, remembering that on 

average, frosted grains may be 1MJ lower in 

energy compared to unfrosted grains but frosted 

grains should be discounted. 

 

Normal (non-frosted grain) 

F1 Barley @ $220/t (ex GST, ex delivery) 

@ 11.7MJ ME (as fed) 

22c/kg 

= 1.9c/ME 

  

Frosted grain 

F1 Barley at $205/t (ex GST, ex delivery) 

@ 10.7 MJ ME (as fed) 

20.5c/kg 

=1.9c/ME 

  

Based on the above exercise (assuming frosted 

barley will be 1 MJ ME lower/kg compared to 

unfrosted barley), as a buyer you would expect a 

minimum discount of $15/t for the frosted barley 

compared to unfrosted barley. 
 

 

 

 


