
 

 

 

 "Our aim is to improve the health and productivity  
of livestock through evidence based collaborative 

research, knowledge and experience" 

 

LIVESTOCK DOCS 

 

Forward to friends and family. If not currently recieving this email from 

Livestock Logic but are keen to subscribe to the free Livestock Docs Monthly 

Newsletter, click the following link http://eepurl.com/DeIB1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular visits to Casterton area with fixed travel 

costs 

                       

We will be offering home and farm visits in the 

Casterton area on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesday of 

every month commencing 18 March.  Visits incur 

set travel fees of $45.  A full range of Vet Services 

will be offered including: 

 Ultrasound pregnancy testing in cattle 

 All large animal vet work 

 Small animal health checks and 

vaccinations 

 Equine health checks and vaccination 

Call Livestock Logic on 5572 1419 to make a 

booking for the 18th March. 
 

 

http://eepurl.com/DeIB1


 

Autumn Calving Cow Nutrition  

 

Currently both quality and quantity of the pasture is 

low (averaging less than 40% digestibility where 

there is no green pick available).  In March most 

pastures are providing less than a 25% of autumn 

calving cows energy requirements and will continue 

to deteriorate to less than 10 % as the season 

progresses. Lactating cows will require an extra 75 

– 90 MJ of metabolisable energy per day just to 

maintain body condition; this correlates to feeding 8 

to 12 kg of hay per cow, depending on the quality 

(less is required when feeding better quality 

forage). For every 50 cows, approximately 400kg (1 

round bale) of good quality hay must be fed daily 

for maintenance. It is important to appreciate that 

cows in good Body Condition Score (>3.0) can 

afford to loose some of this weight throughout 

autumn and winter.   

 

But if better condition cows are losing too much 

weight, or lighter condition cows (<2.5) loose any 

weight this will have a negative impact on fertility 

and reproductive performance at subsequent 

joining. Similar seasonal conditions were observed 

two years ago which resulted in notably poor 

conception rates in autumn calving cows during the 

following spring. 

 

The following chart shows the effect that diet has 

on cattle in different body condition score. 

Condition 

Score at 

Calving 

1.5-2.0 2.5-3.0 3.5-4.0 

Post Calving 

Feed Levels 
High Low High Low High Low 

Pregnancy % 85 70 92 87 90 86 

  

As can be seen above, cows that are in good 

condition can afford to lose weight post calving and 

they will still achieve reasonable conception rates. 



 

However, those fed poorly that are already light in 

condition will have severely affected conception 

rates at pregnancy testing this spring/summer. 
 

 

 

Joining Ewe Lambs – Use Campyvax 

 

For anyone that has gone to the expense of feeding 

ewe lambs this year in order to get them to joinable 

weights, it is strongly recommended that you 

consider using the vaccine to prevent 

Campylobacter in your ewe lambs. This disease is 

common throughout many sheep flocks in Australia. 

Late pregnancy abortions can effect up to 50% of 

ewes, with typical annual losses in maidens of 

between 5-10%. 

  

Ewe lambs are at even greater risk as they have 

not been on property during lambing season and 

even less likely to have had exposure to 

Campylobacter. Effects from vaccinating ewe lambs 

are likely to be even greater than that compared to 

maiden ewes, >10% increase in lamb weaning 

percentages. 

  

Cause and spread of Campylobacter 

The route of infection is through oral ingestion of 

the bacteria. Ewes appear to be more susceptible 

in the last two to three months of pregnancy. Any 

discharges from aborted ewes also contain the 

organism, eg. Foetus, placenta can be a source of 

infection for other animals. 

  

Campyvax is the only approved vaccine available 

for use. It is a highly effective vaccine that is 

administered to maiden ewes. Cost of the vaccine 

is around $1.15 per vaccination.  For full protection 

ewes require two doses 4- 6 weeks apart. 

  



 

The economic implications of a reduction in lambs 

weaned across farm of 30% in one year can be 

large and should not be under-estimated. While 

benefits of Campylobacter can be seen annually, it 

is likely to be a good risk reduction strategy to 

prevent large abortion storms. 

  

Call the vets at Livestock Logic on 03 55 721419 to 

discuss best practice timing of vaccination to 

ensure you maximise the return from this vaccine. 
 

 

 

WECS’s in 2014 Calves 

 

Don’t drench your calves unless you have to this 

autumn. WEC’s in calves are a great guide to 

determine the need for drenching. Recent egg 

counts in spring drop calves from the Hamilton 

region have been very low and with next to no 

chance of larval pickup. This represents a good 

opportunity to save on drench costs and more 

importantly reduce the likelihood of developing 

resistance to cattle drenches. As in sheep the 

summer drenches are the most selective against 

chemicals and lead to resistance the quickest, so 

the importance of only drenching when required 

cannot be overstated. 

 

We recommend a WEC at weaning to assess need 

for a drench.  We have many clients that are able to 

delay the first drench in spring drop calves until 

early winter without compromising weaner growth 

rates, this is allowing calves to get through to 15-

18mths of age with only 1-2 drenches. 

Practical Guidelines for Worm Management in 

cattle: 

 Always use a WEC in cattle younger than 15 

months prior to drenching 

 1 ½ year old heifers and steers - After their 



 

second spring strategic drenching is best 

approach (late summer/autumn and pre-

calving) 

 1
st
 calving heifers (2 ½  year olds should get 

a late summer drench unless in CS >3.2) 

 In mature cattle only drench the lighter 

proportion of the mob (those CS<3.0) 

Drenching cattle represents a significant proportion 

of your animal health expenses and with good 

timing of WEC’s you can both reduce these costs 

and still maintain high productivity in all classes of 

cattle. For further information on how to perform 

WEC’s in cattle contact Livestock Logic on 03 55 

721419. 
 

 

 

PEM (Polioencephalomalacia) 

 

We are continuing to see cases of PEM in sheep. 

These are most commonly associated with a 

change in diet and 95% of the cases we see have a 

history of either feeding with grain or introduction to 

summer crop. Cases typically develop 1-3 weeks 

after the change in feed and the first thing to be 

seen in animals is blindness. The condition is 

caused by a deficiency of Thiamine (also known as 

Vitamin B1) which is normally produced in the 

rumen. 

 

Animals identified early will respond to treatment 

and if you have had any animals with the above 

history that have shown blindness then we would 

recommend having some Vitamin B1 on hand to 

treat potential cases. Early treatment is essential 

prior to animals being unable to stand for good 

prognosis. If large numbers of cases are occurring 

then whole mob preventative treatment with a 

drench of Thiamine is warranted. 

 



 

If any cases do occur in sheep over 2 years of age 

then they will fit for a post mortem under the TSE 

scheme which subsidises lab diagnosis. If you have 

any mature sheep that are displaying neurological 

signs such as blindness, staggers or simply cannot 

stand then call Livestock Logic on 03 55 721419 to 

discuss issues or have a subsidised post mortem. 
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