
 

 

 

 "Our aim is to improve the health and productivity  
of livestock through evidence based collaborative 

research, knowledge and experience" 

 

LIVESTOCK DOCS 

 

Forward to friends and family. If not currently recieving this email from 

Livestock Logic but are keen to subscribe to the free Livestock Docs Monthly 

Newsletter, click the following link http://eepurl.com/DeIB1 

 

 

 

 

Cox Street Merger 

 

We are pleased to announce that Livestock Logic 

has recently joined forces with Hamilton Animal 

Health (soon to be renamed Cox Street Vets) and 

Western District Veterinary Services. This exciting 

merger brings 8 veterinarians under the one 

business allowing improved service and availability 

for all veterinary requirements. We will have two 

site locations 87 Cox Street for companion animals 

and 60 Portland Rd (Livestock Logic) for production 

animals. 

 

The office of Western District Veterinary Service is 

now closed with all patient records coming over to 

the merged business. For production animal 

enquiries (sheep and cattle) please call Livestock 

Logic on (03) 55 721 419 and for small animals and 

equine services call Cox Street Vets on 55 711 

202. While there may be some teething problems in 

the short term, we will endeavour to keep the 

transition as smooth as possible 

 

http://eepurl.com/DeIB1


 

Livestock Logic and Cox Street Vets will offer a 24 

hour vet service that we encourage our clients to 

utilise where required. We realise that availability of 

vets, particularly large animal vets for emergencies 

has been an area of concern for producers in the 

Hamilton region. We feel that this change in 

structure will allow us to fill the void in this area. 

With the increased size of the business we hope 

that it will allow for increased specialization for 

some of our vets in both traditional veterinary roles 

and veterinary consultancy work. 
 

 

 

Don’t be fooled by high levels of Feed, worms 

still cause production losses!! 

 

Livestock Logic worm egg count averages have 

increased in October. This is likely to be a reflection 

of increased egg counts from new seasons lambs 

as well as large numbers of spring lambing ewes 

getting WEC’s pre lamb marking where there have 

been some elevated counts in these ewes despite 

pre lambing drenches. A warning for anyone still to 

lamb mark - WEC ewes. While egg counts have 

risen we have had less cases of mortality and 

significant clinical signs of worms in October 

compared with September. This is a reflection of 

better feed available and improved environmental 

conditions for sheep. 

 

Table 1: Livestock logic’s average worm egg counts 

>200 epg for all mobs for the months from June til 

October. 

Month % counts >200 epg 

June 12% 

July 21% 

August 28% 

September 34% 

October 39% 

  



 

Egg counts in November are an important tool as 

they can be used to fine tune your summer 

drenching program. It is impossible to judge high, 

medium or low egg counts at this time of year 

visually, yet they have quite different strategic 

requirements. High require prompt drenching for 

production purposes, medium can be delayed until 

December to reduce likelihood of second summer 

drench and low sheep can be re-monitored 4-6 

weeks later to see if a 1
st
 summer drench is 

required. 

The following is a guide only that may require 

modification for individual districts. 

 

Nov adult sheep drenching trigger levels (guide 

only)  

               < 150  Repeat WEC in Dec 

                150 < 300  Delay 1
st
 summer drench til 

Dec 

                300+  Drench promptly   

  

Now is the ideal time to perform a drench 

resistance test on your weaners. Get a Worm Egg 

Count done if >300 epg before you drench seek 

advice on how to find out your properties drench 

resistance status. 

 

 

 

Feed Logic lab – the effect of rain on windrowed 

pasture. 

 

The feed testing season is now underway and we 

have started to receive vetch and medic hay 

samples from north western Victoria.  So far the 

majority of samples have been high quality, testing 

around the 67-71% digestibility mark, with ME 

between 9 and 10, and protein ranging from 16% 

through to 21%.  There have also been some 

samples that have tested lower in quality and this is 



due to rain damage.   

A nutrient loss in cut pasture material following rain 

occurs because much of the nutrition of the plant is 

water soluble and is removed by leaching (washing 

out).  Most of the nutrients leached out are those 

that are highly digestible by the animal and include 

readily available carbohydrates and soluble 

nitrogen, minerals, and lipids. 

 

This translates to a reduction in digestibility and ME 

on your Feed Logic report.  About one-half of the 

dry matter leached by rain is soluble 

carbohydrates.  Contrary to popular belief, rain 

tends not to wash proteins out.  This is due to the 

fact that most plant proteins are stored in the leaf 

tissue, not the stem, and the mower is usually set 

low enough to just cut the stalk.  If the pasture has 

been cut and windrowed for a long period of time, 

heavy rains can shatter the leaf and reduce the 

protein content. 

 

Rain that falls on windrowed pasture results in both 

yield and quality losses.  This obviously affects the 

value of the crop as an animal feed and as a 

saleable product. 

 

The amount of damage caused by rain is related to 

how soon after windrowing the rain hits. Rain that 

soaks the windrow after it is nearly dry causes 

much more damage than a rain that hits 

immediately after the pasture is cut.    

 

Nevertheless, pasture that has been cut continues 

wilting (breaking down soluble carbohydrates by 

enzymes) and can reduce dry matter yield by 2% 

per hour until the plant reaches about 60% 

moisture.  When this cut pasture is subsequently hit 

by rain, respiration can be prolonged increasing the 

dry matter losses and increasing the chances of 

mould growth. 



 

 

Reduced WSC also reduces the amount of energy 

available for the fermentation bacteria to use during 

silage fermentation.  In such instances, you might 

consider use of silage additives to provide 

fermentable substrate to ensure your grass turns 

into good quality silage.  Additives such as Hay 

Guard® or Silo Guard® can also be used to bale 

product that falls slightly outside the optimal dry 

matter allowable.  This will help prevent mould and 

yeast formation, reduce dry matter losses and 

heating and also increase the palatability.  

 

Remember, reducing the time cut pasture is laying 

in the paddock will: 

a.      Reduce nutrient losses 

b.      Reduce risk of weather events                         

             damaging the product 

c.      Promote paddock pasture re-growth 

  

The pasture only needs to sit on the ground long 

enough to wilt it down to the correct dry matter for 

baling (longer for hay, shorter for silage).  Consider 

(if you can) using techniques to speed the wilting 

process up to ensure the quality of your final 

product remains high. 
 

 

 

 

 

Drench Resistance is not just a Sheep thing 

Drench resistance has been known and talked 

about for decades in the sheep industry. After the 

release of the macrocytic lactones (mectins) issues 

with old white and clear drenches where forgotton, 

but again we are seeing many producers facing the 

reality that these drenches are not working without 

being used in combination with other drench 

classes. The release of Zolvix (monepantel) 

another new chemical has provided alternative 

options, but it is an expensive product that should 



 

be used smartly at tactical times to maximise its 

impact and delay resistance to the older drench 

classes. Regular drench resistance testing (every 3 

yrs) in sheep is done by the top end sheep 

producers and allows the producer to choose which 

chemicals to use that are effective and which to 

avoid. In the cattle industry we are along way 

behind in recognising drench resistance. Why??? 

 

Is it due to thoughts such as: 

·         Less mortality in cattle from worms 

·         Clinical signs of parasitism in cattle are less   

              severe, do not have the build up of dags in 

                    scouring animals 

·         Cattle pour on products are easy to use and   

               hesitant to change practices 

·         Cattle aren’t drenched as frequently as 

sheep               so resistance won’t develop. 

  

What we know is that there is significant cattle 

drench resistance in southern Australia and like 

sheep we cannot make accurate blanket 

recommendations on best chemicals to use for 

each property. The below results are from one 

property that we have recently performed a drench 

resistance test on. The results clearly show the 

benefits of oral drenching over pour ons. This is for 

the simple reason that the whole dose is always 

delivered to the animal with oral or injectable 

drenches. Pour ons even administered correctly to 

the animal loose effectiveness due to licking of 

product of one another causing under dosing. 
 

 

Treatment Groups 
Percentage of Worm Egg Count 

Reduction from each treatment group 

BZ  (Oxfen LV) Oral 94% 

Lev  (Nilverm) Oral 91% 

Ivo  (Ivomec) Oral 92% 

Epr PO  (Eprinex) Pour On 81% 



 

Mox PO (Cydectin PO) Pour On 84% 

BZ/Lev (Oxfen/Nilverm) Oral 96% 

Aba/Lev PO (Eclipse) Pour On 97% 

Aba/BZ/Lev (Triguard) Oral 100% 

  

Under dosing animals has two major implications, 

1.       It leaves worms in the animals thus reducing 

             weight gains 

2.       Surviving worms breed to increase the           

              population of worms on farm that are       

resistant to the chemical class used. 

  

Repeated use of single acting pour ons without 

doubt will lead to drench resistance on your 

property. 

Drench resistance testing must be performed in 

cattle under 12 months of age. Autumn born 

weaners are now ideal candidates for a drench 

resistance test, for spring calves weaning time or 

post autumn break 2014 will be the time for a 

drench resistance test. Call Livestock Logic 03 55 

721 419 to discuss how to perform a cattle Worm 

egg count (WEC). 

 

Without a drench resistance test we can still 

change practices to reduce selection for 

resistance. We must learn from the mistakes made 

in the past (sheep drenching practices) and adapt 

current principles to cattle. Steps that all cattle 

producers should consider including: 

·         Only drench weaners when WEC indicates a 

            worm burden is problem. Call the office for 

a kit           so you can test your calves prior to 

weaning. 

·         Restrict summer drenching to mobs that 

need             it. Livestock Action Notes has detailed 

                          information on this. Call us on 

5572 1419 for               a copy or sign up below. 



 

·         Use combination drenches and avoid pour 

ons 

·         In mature mobs restrict drenching to lighter   

              animals (Don’t blanket drench) 

 

 

Subscribe to our Livestock Action 

Notes 

 

Our free trial of the 'Livestock Action 

Notes' has come to an end and if you 

wish to continue to receive it on a 

monthly basis, you will need subscribe 

now. (if you have not already) 

 

Cost for subscription is $99.00 per 

year (Inc GST) and can be sent via 

email or post. You will also receive 

Disease Alerts as part of the 

subscription.  

  

If you have not received the previous 

editions and would like to know more 

about the Livestock Action Notes, 

please contact the office on (03) 5572 

1419 

 

The November edition of the Livestock 

Action Notes will only be sent to those 

who are current subscribers, if you 

wish to subscribe - options are: 

 Click here to sign up online 

 Reply to this email with name 

and address of subscriber 

 Call the office (03) 5572 1419 

 

For those who haven't seen a copy 

previously, here is September's 

http://eepurl.com/DgbE9


 

Edition.September Livestock Action 

Notes. 
 

 

 

 

http://gallery.mailchimp.com/99662736380746ee87c7d02d9/files/Livestock_Action_Notes_September_2013.pdf
http://gallery.mailchimp.com/99662736380746ee87c7d02d9/files/Livestock_Action_Notes_September_2013.pdf

