
 

 

 

 "Our aim is to improve the health and productivity  
of livestock through evidence based collaborative 

research, knowledge and experience" 

 

LIVESTOCK DOCS 

 

Forward to friends and family. If not currently recieving this email from 

Livestock Logic but are keen to subscribe to the free Livestock Docs Monthly 

Newsletter, click the following link http://eepurl.com/DeIB1 

 

 

 

 

 

Grain Feeding of Lambs/Sheep 

 

Over the coming weeks, producers will be starting 

to think about grain feeding lambs. Getting lambs 

onto grain can be challenging, particularly if there 

was no imprint feeding of lambs pre weaning. The 

risk of acidosis from some animals gorging grain is 

a very real problem that occurs far too commonly, 

causing mortality but most commonly clinical and 

sub clinical disease. Getting the introduction phase 

of grain feeding to lambs right has many benefits. 

The use of Eskalin definitely makes this process 

easier. 

 

Eskalin (Virginiamycin) is an S4 antibiotic that 

prevents lactic acid producing bugs from 

multiplying, reducing acidosis risk and improving 

energy availability. Since it is an S4 antibiotic, it 

does require Veterinary approval/prescription. It 

has a nil withholding period. 

 

http://eepurl.com/DeIB1


 

Eskalin does reduce the risk of acidosis, but does 

not negate the need to introduce grain to lambs 

steadily. We would still recommend a minimum of 2 

weeks (building up grain component of diet) to get 

lambs onto a full finisher (90% grain) ration. 

 

Anyone looking to feed grain over the next couple 

of months, should consider adding Eskalin into the 

ration (whether pellets or a home mixed ration) and 

Livestock Logic Vets are happy to discuss options 

for it's use on 03 55 721419. 
 

 

 

Summer drenching planning and strategy starts 

now. 

  

Egg counts as you can see below have reduced 

since September, but we are still recommending 

drenching of 35-40% of the mobs being tested. 

Weaned lambs should be the focus of Worm Egg 

Counts over the next month or so, as well as any 

mobs not tested for 4 weeks. 

 

Egg counts in November are often neglected. 

Instead we wait til December to see if a ‘1
st
 summer 

Drench’ is required. If egg counts are high in 

November then drenching should be undertaken 

immediately, if low then do not drench, but re-test in 

December. If moderate then there is no need to re-

test in December, just pencil in a drench for a 

month’s time. Delaying the drench improves its 

effectiveness as larval pickup post early December 

this year will be minimal. 

  

Using your most effective drenches this summer 

will be important, to determine this it is suggested 

that you perform a drench resistance test on some 

weaners in upcoming weeks. Failing this, drench’s 

with new active ingredients or triple (or 4) 



 

combination products are your best approach to 

using highly effective products. Long acting 

products should be avoided at weaning this year as 

will be more selective against resistance compared 

to years with continued spring rain. 

  

Below: % Egg Counts over 200epg each month 

for all sheep classes 
 

  

 

 

Joining Ewes Out of Season 

 

The “Ram Effect” phenomena occurs when ewes 

are joined out of season, before daylight hours start 

to decrease, post summer solstice 

(22
nd

 December). The characteristic presentation is 

when only a small percentage of ewes lamb in the 

first 2 weeks of the expected lambing date. When 

ewes are cycling well, close to 70% of ewes should 

lamb during this time. If ewes are not cycling due to 

being out of their normal breeding season, when 

we put rams with them we will stimulate non cycling 

ewes to start ovulating (ovary start producing eggs). 

But their first fertile ovulation will not be until about 

3 weeks post exposure to rams. 

Anyone joining ewes in November and December 

needs to consider this, as if you only join for 5 

weeks and the ram effect is occurring, then you are 



 

only giving ewes one cycle to get in lamb. There 

are 3 ways to combat this problem 

1. Join rams for 7-8 weeks, but makes for a 

spread out lambing 

2. Run vasectomised rams with ewe lambs for 

2 weeks prior to joining. We have been 

performing a number of these recently. We 

encourage you to talk to your ram breeder 

about this, as some have recently 

vasectomised their cull rams. This then 

poses no further disease risk as you are 

already purchasing stock from this property. 

3. Use testosterone treated wethers as 

teasers. This works very well if have mature 

wethers available. Wethers need injecting 1 

month prior to planned joining date, so if you 

would like to go down this path I suggest 

contacting the team at Livestock Logic on 

0355721419 

Feeding ewes this summer will be an expensive 

exercise, particularly if they are not pregnant. 
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