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Pregnancy Testing Autumn Calving Cows – Why 

Wait 

  

Autumn calving cows are now already 4-5 months 

pregnant and as close to 4 months away from calving 

(Feb calving).  Weaning and pregnancy testing of these 

cows is now due. 

 

Have conception rates been an issue in your autumn 

calving cows? 

 

For some years now we have observed client’s 

consistently gaining considerable benefits with an early 

weaning program.  It allows cattle to calve in better Body 

Condition Score (BCS) which along with feed on offer 

are the two biggest factors affecting cattle fertility.  We 

encourage all producers to get in early and pregnancy 

test their cows allowing for improved management 

decisions to be made.  Benefits include 

 Reduce autumn feed costs by putting a hay 

http://eepurl.com/DeIB1


 

stack on your cows backs now 

 Allows drafting fat and skinny cows to treat 

optimally 

 Sale of dry cows early – Prices traditionally fall 

post November 

 No late surprises. Sooner you have information 

about numbers of cows to calve next year the 

better. 

 Option to re-join empties for spring calving and 

sell or keep 

 Allows calves to adjust to weaning whilst grass 

still green and of optimum quality 

We would normally recommend drench autumn calves 

at weaning unless have a Worm Egg Count (WEC) that 

is low to allow you to delay drench until mid Nov and mid 

Dec and act as 1
st
 summer drench. 

 

For those that had extended joining periods with their 

cows/heifers due to concerns over the poor autumn 

there is increased incentive to pregnancy test early.  If 

preg test early the technology of ultrasound will 

accurately determine the age of the foetus.  Allows for 

separation of later calvers for possible sale or at least to 

calve all late cows down as one mob for easier and 

more efficient management.  Late calving cows are 

always over represented as a proportion of dry cows and 

removing these cows will help to reduce dry cows the 

following year. Call us on 03 55 721 419 to organise to 

get your cows pregnancy tested. 
 

 

 

Worm Management of Lambing Ewes – Review 

This Year’s Management 

If you had a worm crash prior to lamb marking this 

year it is worth spending a little time now to reflect 

on why.  Did they have a prolonged lambing 

period? 

 

It is a night mare being caught having to drench 

ewes during lambing due to difficulties in mustering 



 

and the high risk of lamb losses due to 

mismothering.  Jamming a long acting drench or a 

capsule avoids that night mare so no wonder it is a 

popular management tool.  This short term peace 

of mind comes at a substantial drench resistance 

cost long term if use is not targeted to occasional 

high worm risk mobs. 

How can we identify those mobs likely to crash 

during lambing? 

 

Joining for an extended period delays lamb 

marking, the most convenient time to drench post 

lambing.  This year we have seen a few cases of 

ewes dying prior to lamb marking in mobs joined for 

10 weeks. 

A 5 week joining means you can lamb mark and 

drench ewes (if required) within 2 months of pre-

lambing Worm Egg Count (WEC) and or drench. 

Whereas for a 10 week joining drenching ewes at 

lamb marking is 3.5 months after ewe’s pre lambing 

WEC or drench. 

 

If must have a 10 week + joining can still avoid 

having to rely on long acting drench by 

timing  scanning at 10 – 12 weeks after start of 

lambing so scanner can only identify those that 

became pregnant in first 5 - 6 weeks of joining. The 

early pregnant ewe can be separated off so they 

can be marked and drenched on time. 

 The dries can therefore be scanned in another 6 

weeks and later lambing ewes identified. 

Even if have a strict 5 week joining can still 

occasionally get worm crashes if don’t drench pre 

lambing.  These mobs can be readily identified by 

use of Rendell’s worm risk matrix.  This provides an 

objective method to assess the risk, based on age 

of sheep in mob, FOO availability, mob condition 

score, date of last drench, WEC and time since the 

autumn break. Click the following link for Rendell’s 

worm risk matrix. 

http://gallery.mailchimp.com/99662736380746ee87c7d02d9/files/Rendell_s_Matrix.ppt
http://gallery.mailchimp.com/99662736380746ee87c7d02d9/files/Rendell_s_Matrix.ppt
http://gallery.mailchimp.com/99662736380746ee87c7d02d9/files/Rendell_s_Matrix.ppt


 

 

Beat the Flies 

Some districts are already reporting first cases of flystrike in sheep.  As most 

will be aware flystrike is caused by the Australian green blowfly, Lucilia 

Cuprina. Sheep must be attractive to the blowfly for fly strike to 

develop.  Susceptible sheep have moist wool from urine or faeces 

(dags).  When this occurs adult flies lay eggs on moist wool that hatch within 

12 hours and feed on sheep, there are 3 larval stages with each more 

damaging than the last.  After the 3 larval stages the maggot drops off the 

sheep burrowing into the soil.  The maggot will develop into an adult fly only 

where the soil temperature is >15
0
C. 

 

Why the biology lesson?? 

 

If the susceptibility of sheep is high around the time that soil temperatures get 

to 15
0
C then we see a significant fly wave. The complete lifecycle takes 2 

weeks and usually takes 2 or 3 generations for numbers to build up to cause 

significant fly strike problems.  This illustrates the importance of prevention 

and prompt treatment of early cases to slow down fly population build 

up.  The continual wet spring/summer conditions of 2010 showed how 

devastating flies can be.  Flies travel no more than 2km during their life, so 

control of the local population will greatly reduce sheep challenge. Reducing 

susceptibility of sheep at the time when flies initially emerge can have a large 

impact on likelihood of flystrike for the remainder of the summer and is the 

key to reducing fly problems throughout summer. 

Town Current Soil Temperatures 

Cressy TAS 12
0
C 

Wagga Wagga NSW 15
0
C 

Mt Gambier SA 14
0
C 

Mildura VIC 20
0
C 

  

The above temperatures give some insight into of your districts in terms of 

flystrike risk.  In Mildura flies will be well and truly active and if haven’t seen 

much activity to date then fly challenge for rest of summer will be 

reduced.  For other districts, control measures need to be in place as soil 

temp gets close to 15
0
C.  Treatment options should be considered depending 

on animal husbandry activities.  For those that will shear before Christmas 



 

then Vetrazin (Cyromazine) >11wks protection will be sufficient to ensure 

animals do not get struck.  Those not shearing until autumn will need to 

consider Clik (Dicyclanil) >18 weeks protection.  Non chemical options such 

as shearing/crutching prior to risk period are great tools available.  

  

Cost of Control Measures Cost of Flystrike 

Preventative chemical treatment Animal mortality 

Cost of extra crutch 
Reduced growth rate of fly struck 

animals 

Increased labour requirement for flock 

inspection 

Reduced conception rates in animals 

affected with flystrike 

Cost of using fly traps 
Reduced wool production in affected 

animals 

  Discarded wool affected by livestock 

  

I would encourage all to assess their risk of flystrike and take steps to 

minimise this risk with the tools available. Early season prevention in the key 

to flystrike free season. 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the hay outlook for 2013/14? 

Given the lack of carry over hay from 2013 and the 

increasing demand for purchased fodder, now is as 

good a time as any to consider your hay supply 

options.  For those of you that will buy fodder 

(rather than make it) you might consider locking in 

prices now for new season fodder if cash flow is 

good to potentially avoid autumn hay price rises.  

  

Reports indicate that the majority of the key hay 

growing regions will see average yields in 

2013.  There is some concern that given the tight 

autumn and winter, that poor cash-flow could 

restrict the amount of fodder conserved.  That 

being said now is the time to have conversations 

with your hay suppliers and look at the possibility of 

buying straight off the baler. 

  

Demand for hay from northern states may also be 



high given that 60% of Queensland is now drought 

declared.  Much of the failed or frosted crops 

through southern Queensland and northern NSW 

are being utilised at a rapid rate.  This may have 

flow on effects for our January cattle weaner sales 

as you might expect re-stocker interest from the 

northern states to be lower than usual. 

  

Silage season is now fully underway in Northern 

Victoria and Gippsland.  Yields so far are reported 

to be average. Three weeks ago I drove through 

Kerang and Cohuna in northern Victoria where 

there were tractors everywhere cutting pasture and 

irrigated crops for silage.  Closer to home, 

paddocks are locked up, fertiliser has been spread 

and we wait patiently to begin silage in 

October.  Some properties around Casterton and 

south have already cut silage in mid-September. 

We have already been testing pasture from the 

Warrnambool region that is destined for silage as 

soon as it is dry enough to get a tractor on!  

  

For quality silage, cut a week earlier than you think 

you need to and be sure to wilt the pasture down to 

the desired dry matter content.  For baled silage, 

this is usually 40-50%, and for pit silage, aim for 30-

40%.  Maximising quantity of silage cut results in 

lower quality.  If you are using a contractor to make 

your silage (or at least cut your silage), it is worth 

considering paying the extra cost to short chop the 

pasture.  Short chopping allows greater compaction 

and tighter sealing of the bales which results in 

increased fermentation activity.  Ultimately, this 

results in a higher quality end product. 

  

If you are in the market for cereal hay, it is also 

worthwhile securing it early.  It is expected that 

export cereal hay prices will be similar to last 

year.  Export cereal hay generally sets the scene 

for domestic cereal hay pricing.  There is already 



 

new season hay on the market through the Mallee 

and further north at low prices.  The Wimmera and 

Mallee (as far north as Hopetoun) are experiencing 

an excellent season and big hay and grain yields 

are expected.  Further north towards Ouyen and 

beyond, the season has been variable and poor 

yields are expected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paddock of ryegrass that was cut for silage on the 

20th September this year at John Tindell's property 

East of Casterton, VIC. 

 

 

Subscribe to our Livestock Action 

Notes 

 

Our free trial of the 'Livestock Action 

Notes' has come to an end and if you 

wish to continue to receive it on a 

monthly basis, you will need subscribe 

now. (if you have not already) 

 

Cost for subscription is $99.00 per 

year (Inc GST) and can be sent via 

email or post. You will also receive 

Disease Alerts as part of the 

subscription.  

  

If you have not received the previous 

editions and would like to know more 

about the Livestock Action Notes, 

please contact the office on (03) 5572 

1419 

 

The October edition of the Livestock 



 

Action Notes will only be sent this 

Friday for those who are current 

subscribers, if you wish to subscribe - 

options are: 

 Click here to sign up online 

 Reply to this email with name 

and address of subscriber 

 Call the office (03) 5572 1419 

 

For those who haven't seen a copy 

previously here is last 

months Edition.September Livestock 

Action Notes. 
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