
 

 

 

 "Our aim is to improve the health and productivity  
of livestock through evidence based collaborative 

research, knowledge and experience" 

 

LIVESTOCK DOCS 

 

Forward to friends and family. If not currently recieving this email from 

Livestock Logic but are keen to subscribe to the free Livestock Docs Monthly 

Newsletter, click the following link http://eepurl.com/DeIB1 

 

 

 

 

 

Vaccination Protocol for Bulls – Cheap 

Insurance 

 

Prejoining bull examination is a good time to 

vaccinate for Vibrio (“Vibriovax”) and lepto 

(“7in1”).    Both of these diseases can be spread by 

bulls and vaccination reduces this risk. Vibrio 

causes significant early abortions that are too small 

to notice so all you see is either empty cows and/or 

a long drawn out calving.  Don’t wait till you have a 

problem to vaccinate your bulls for vibrio and lepto.  

If not previously vaccinated, both of these vaccines 

need 2 doses 4-6 weeks apart pre-joining with 

annual booster pre-joining. The 7in1 protects for 

Lepto and all the 5in1 diseases at the same time. 

 

Pestivirus 

Vaccination of a bull with Pestiguard does not stop 

him from spreading if he is a PI.  If he is exposed to 

Pestivirus for the first time it might cause temporary 

infertility.  If not sure if your bull has been exposed 

http://eepurl.com/DeIB1


 

previously, vaccinating with pestiguard can avoid 

this risk and is recommended. 
 

 

 

 

Change in Office Hours - Livestock Logic 

 

To all our valued clients, please note the change in 

our office hours: 

 

Monday - Friday 8:00am to 5:30pm (changed from 

6:00pm) 

 

There is an after hours fridge at the front door for 

WEC samples to be left in, if you are unable to drop 

them in during opening hours. 

 

All calls after 5:30pm will be diverted to our after 

hours mobile. 

  
 

 

 

More Lambs, More Often Workshop 

 

Would you like to: 

 Improve your understanding of the drivers of 

climate variability 

 Understand the impacts of climate variability 

on farm productivity and profitability 

 Understand effective strategies to manage 

this variability, including how to manage and 

breed ewes to optimise reproduction in poor 

seasons. 

Join us for this one off, one day workshop being 

held at Livestock Logic in Hamilton on one the 

following days: 

 

~ Tuesday, 7 October 



 

~ Friday, 10 October 

 

This workshop is FREE, but limited to the first 2500 

farmers across Australia!  

 

Please contact our office on (03) 5572 1419 to 

reserve a place on one of the dates above, as 

spaces are limited on each day. 
 

 

 

Pregnancy Testing Autumn Calving Cows – 

Why Wait 

  

Autumn calving cows are now already 4-5 months 

pregnant and as close to 4 months away from 

calving (Feb calving).  Weaning and pregnancy 

testing of these cows is now due. With seasonal 

conditions tightening up, selling dry cows now while 

prices are quite reasonable will be beneficial, let 

alone the benefits of saving feed for those that will 

produce you a calf next year. 

 

Have conception rates been an issue in your 

autumn calving cows? 

 

For some years now we have observed client’s 

consistently gaining considerable benefits with an 

early weaning program.  It allows cattle to calve in 

better Body Condition Score (BCS) which along 

with feed on offer are the two biggest factors 

affecting cattle fertility.  We encourage all producers 

to get in early and pregnancy test their cows 

allowing for improved management decisions to be 

made.  Benefits include 

 Reduce autumn feed costs by putting a hay 

stack on your cows backs now 

 Allows drafting of fat and skinny cows to 

treat optimally 

 Sale of dry cows early – prices traditionally 



 

fall post November 

 No late surprises. The sooner you have 

information about numbers of cows to calve 

next year the better. 

 Option to re-join empties for spring calving 

and sell or keep 

 Allows calves to adjust to weaning whilst 

grass still green and of optimum quality 

 

 

 

"Toxo" 

 

In the past month we have had 3 cases of abortion 

in sheep due to Toxoplasmosis, cats are the source 

and it can be avoided. It is also Zoonotic, causing 

abortions and sickness in humans. 

 

Toxoplasma gondii, often referred to as 

toxoplasmosis or simply ‘toxo’, is a parasitic 

infection that can not only cause major production 

losses in your sheep enterprise but can also have 

some serious human health implications.  Pregnant 

ewes and pregnant women are the most at risk. 

 

Cats are the main source of infection.  Cats 

become infected after eating infected wildlife or 

rodents, after which they shed oocysts in their 

faeces.  Sheep most commonly become infected 

after consuming pasture or water contaminated with 

infected cat faeces.  

 

The main result following infection of ewes is 

abortion or still birth of lambs, depending on the 

stage of gestation at the time of exposure.  

Infection in early gestation may simply cause the 

ewe to slip the pregnancy, whilst infection later in 

pregnancy may see abortion, still births or weak 

and non-viable lambs. Mummified foetuses may 

also be seen.  Whilst cattle can become infected 



 

with toxoplasma, abortions or still births have not 

been seen to result, thought to be owing to a more 

efficient immune response. 

 

Humans can contract toxoplasmosis through 

handling infected cat faeces, or through contact 

with abortion or birth material from infected ewes.  

Symptoms are generally mild and flu like, however 

in pregnant women it can cause abortion or foetal 

abnormalities. 

 

Toxo is best managed through controlling the feral 

cat population to avoid infection, and avoiding 

spread through the flock by appropriately disposing 

of any aborted foetuses and associated materials.  

If increased abortions, still births or weak lambs, or 

a decrease in conception rates is seen on your 

sheep property, contact the team at Livestock Logic 

to investigate the problem.  Remember to take 

appropriate precautions when handling aborted 

foetuses or placenta material to help minimise the 

zoonotic risk. 
 

 

Test now to maximise weight gain through spring to reduce your grain 

feeding costs this summer and autumn. 

  

Dry weather in the South West is reducing pasture growth rates and causing some 

concern that we may be in for a failed spring. Surprisingly egg counts have really 

spiked this month as shown by the below graph and I would encourage all 

producers to continue to monitor stock throughout spring. 

  

Even with good levels of feed in front of ewes, lambs or wethers there will be 

production losses if worm burdens are high. If the season does cut out early then 

condition (fat and muscle) will be critical to reduce your reliance on supplementary 

feed to get sheep through the summer and autumn. 

  

Sheep will often look well and be putting on weight even with a worm burden at this 

time of year but the level of weight gain will be reduced significantly. Don’t guess, 



 

find out what your egg counts are doing on at least some of the high risk mobs 

(young lambs, weaners and maiden (2 yr old) ewes). 

 

Below: % Egg Counts over 200epg each month for 3 different sheep classes 
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