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                                 of livestock through evidence based 

collaborative                                                                       research, knowledge and 

experience"                                                       

 

LIVESTOCK DOCS 
 

 

Gearing up for finals, keep your eye on the 

balls!! 

 

Before heading to this season’s sales, it is 

important to know that the sire team you have at 

home is full of worthy blokes. Veterinary 

examination of sires to identify sires with testicle 

problems (e.g - too soft, too firm, too small or 

signs of infection or injury) is a valuable exercise 

to carry out. Sires with testicle problems are a 

major hindrance and are better not given access 

to cycling females. It is a good example where 

the more rams is not the merrier. If the infertile 

rams happen to be socially dominant sires, they 

will prevent other fertile rams from serving thus a 

major cause of high scanned dry percentages. 

 

We have seen a number of cases of Brucellosis 

this year and this disease must be considered for 

anyone that has had a poor conception rate 

recently. Veterinary examination of your rams is a 

must prior to your next joining and before you go 

and put your latest investment of rams in with the 

potentially infectious ram paddock. 

 

Now is a good time to have your ram sire team 

assessed to ensure all meet the credentials for a 

successful joining. After all it’s a successful 

joining that sets us up to receive good lamb 

marking percentages.   
 

 

Forward to friends and family. If not currently recieving this email from 

Livestock Logic but are keen to subscribe to the free Livestock Docs Monthly 

Newsletter, click the following link http://eepurl.com/DeIB1 

 

 

 

http://eepurl.com/DeIB1


 

 

Bull Testing 

 

There are a number of options with regards to 

bull testing. As a minimum, we advise scrotal 

examination and general evaluation of structure 

and gait.   Where there are 10 or more sires, it is 

certainly worthwhile to assess serving ability at 

close quarters with a cow restrained in one of our 

serving crates.  If you have 10 or more bulls, it 

becomes logistically difficult to check in the 

paddock how well each bull is working.  Any 

valuable bull with borderline results on a scrotal 

examination,  we can provide option of semen 

testing. 

 

5-15% of bulls fail serving ability testing and it is 

essential to identify these bulls prior to sending 

them into the joining paddock. If not tested, then 

you must spend time watching them complete a 

successful service.  This must be done from the 

right hand side of the bull, as this is the side the 

penis will miss if the bull has a corkscrew penis. 

Call us now to get the bulls examined pre-joining 

and pre-sales to give your cows the best chance 

of conceiving. 
 

 

Vaccination Protocol for Bulls 

 

Prejoining bull examination is a good time to vaccinate for Vibrio (“Vibriovax”) and lepto (“7in1”). Both of 

these diseases can be spread by bulls and  vaccination reduces this risk. Vibrio causes significant early 

abortions that are too small to notice, so all you see is either empty cows and or a long drawn out 

calving.  Don’t wait till you have a problem,  vaccinate your bulls for vibrio and lepto.  If not previously 

vaccinated, these vaccines need 2 doses 4-6 weeks apart pre-joining with annual booster prejoining. The 

7in1 protects for Lepto and all the 5in1 diseases at the same time. 

 

Pestivirus 

 

Vaccination of a bull with Pestiguard does not stop him from spreading if he is a PI (Persistently Infected 

animal).  If he is exposed to Pestivirus for the first time it might cause temporary infertility.  If not sure if 

your bull has been exposed previously, vaccinating with pestiguard can avoid this risk and is 

recommended. Call us if you would like to discuss vaccination protocol for bulls, cows and heifers 

0355721419. 



 

 

 

 

 

Tips for Making Silage 

  

Making good quality silage is a combination of 

different things.  More often than not, the quality 

of silage is determined by the cutting date and 

stage of plant maturity.  It is a balancing act 

between quantity and quality. 

  Early Mid Late 

Days from first 

cut 
- 9 17 

Digestibility 71.3 67.2 64.2 

Intake (kg 

DM/day) 
7.2 7.0 6.7 

LW gain 

(kg/day) 
0.92 0.78 0.6 

Yield (t/Ha) 12.9 12.8 13.5 

 

You are better off having 100 bales of high 

quality silage than 300 poor quality bales.  A one 

week delay in mowing can result in up to 0.5 MJ 

ME lost from the finished silage.  The best results 

are seen when mowing occurs in the morning 

when the dew lifts.  This also corresponds to a 

time when water soluble carbohydrates (WSC) in 

the plant are high.  WSC are the fuel required by 

bacteria to drive the fermentation process.  As 

well as time of harvest or stage of maturity, there 

are other factors that influence quality.  These 

are shown in the pyramid. 



 

 

You can tedder by following the mower and 

under good drying conditions (wide row, sun and 

breeze), 60-65% moisture can be achieved in 

one hour after cutting.  Ideally you should wilt to 

35-50% dry matter if baling, and aim to ensile the 

material within 24-48hrs after cutting.  If making 

baled silage, the bales should be wrapped within 

2hrs of baling, with 4 layers of plastic all over the 

bale at 50% stretch with no underpinning.  You 

can apply 6 layers if they will be stored for longer 

than a year. 

Short (precision) chopped Vs long chop 

If possible, consult your contractor about short 

chopping silage.  It has many benefits: 

 Silage is compacted tighter resulting in 

better fermentation 

 More WSCs released during 

fermentation resulting in increased 

bacterial activity 

 Increases livestock intake 

 Reduces aerobic spoilage at feed out 

 Improves livestock accessibility in a self 

feeder set-up. 

 

 

 

Trace Element Testing 

 

Lamb marking time for winter/spring lambers is the ideal time to test animals 

for possible trace element deficiencies. Adding Vit B12 doubles the cost of 

vaccination, selenium adds about 10% more. Bloods from a random sample 

of lambs can enable you to determine if using annual treatments of copper, 

Vit B12 & selenium are worthwhile or much needed. If any lambs die 

throughout lamb marking then a liver sample (matchbox size) is ideal to test 

the amount of trace elements that an animal has stored. Please call us to 

discuss testing options so you can identify whether if it is worthwhile spending 

extra $$ on products with added trace elements. 



 

Who’s Your Dad?? 

 

When next years lamb drop is coming through 

the lamb marking cradle let’s make sure they are 

spruiking about the genetics of their father. 

Whether you’re buying terminal, maternal/merino 

rams this year there are gains to be made from 

sound selection principles. 

 

Sheep genetics Australia has for 20+years 

provided Estimated Breeding Values that have 

been widely used in the lamb industry. They 

enable genetic benchmarking for producers with 

accurate predictions of animal’s likely genetic 

potential for traits such as birth weight, weaning 

weight, fat depth, muscle and worm egg count. 

Most of these traits speak for themselves in 

terms of economic benefit. Obviously we want 

lambs of a size that maximises survival (small 

lambs die, big lambs get stuck), lambs that are 

well muscled and grow rapidly while having levels 

of fat that fit specifications at certain weights. 

Reduction of worm egg count is of interest to 

reduce drenching frequency and improve lamb 

growth rates. 

 

Terminal ram selection is pretty easy in 

comparison to selecting maternal rams due to 

less traits having an economic influence for your 

business. Other traits that are relevant for those 

breeding replacements ewes are; number of 

lambs weaned, scrotal circumference, maternal 

weaning weight, lambing ease and adult weight.  

 

For the merino producer we tend to start with the 

wool traits and work our way through to growth 

and reproduction traits, but it is important to 

realise that we can put selection pressure on 

reproduction while maintaining genetic gains in 

wool traits. 

 

Research has shown in recent years the benefits 

of increasing genetic fat and muscling in breeding 

ewes and its effect on ewe and lamb survival 

particularly in tighter seasons. While fat is 

negatively correlated with fleece weight there are 

plenty of animals that break this trend and can be 

selected that improve all traits. 

 

You or someone you trust still need to attend a 

ram sale and check a rams physical appearance 

to ensure he is structurally sound.  We can assist 

both with your understanding of the maze of 



 

figures wih ASBV’s. We encourage you to find 

time to get on the SGA website and look for 

rams/studs with EBV's that suit your business 

goals. There are plenty of rams available in most 

local areas to suit your demands. 
 

 

Go to this link for a more thorough guide to Australian Sheep Breeding Values and how trait selection will 

impact your flock. Ram buyers guide. 

 

 

Managing Sheep Health Course 

 

Livestock Logic in conjunction with Rural 

Industries Skills Training (RIST) will be delivering 

Managing Sheep Health courses on 13
th
 & 

19
th

 September 2013. Given the large interest in 

the course, we will be hosting two groups and we 

only have limited spaces available.  

 

If you would like to know more, please contact 

RIST at the office on (03) 03 5573 0956 

 

 

 

To receive next months Livestock Action Notes (click on link to view) and 

future livestock disease alerts you will need to subscribe, options to subscribe 

are; 

 Click here to sign up online 

 Reply to this email with name and address of subscriber 

 Call the office 0355721419 
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