
 

 

 

 "Our aim is to improve the health and productivity  
of livestock through evidence based collaborative 

research, knowledge and experience" 

 

LIVESTOCK DOCS 

 

Forward to friends and family. If not currently recieving this email from 

Livestock Logic but are keen to subscribe to the free Livestock Docs Monthly 

Newsletter, click the following link http://eepurl.com/DeIB1 

 

 

 

 

 

More Lambs, More Often Workshop 

 

Would you like to: 

 Improve your understanding of the drivers of 

climate variability 

 Understand the impacts of climate variability 

on farm productivity and profitability 

 Understand effective strategies to manage 

this variability, including how to manage and 

breed ewes to optimise reproduction in poor 

seasons. 

Join us for this one off, one day workshop being 

held at Livestock Logic in Hamilton on one the 

following days: 

 

~ Monday, 6 October 

~ Tuesday, 7 October 

~ Wednesday, 8 October 

~ Thursday, 9 October 

http://eepurl.com/DeIB1


 

~ Friday, 10 October 

 

This workshop is FREE, but limited to the first 2500 

farmers across Australia!  

 

Please contact our office on (03) 5572 1419 to 

reserve a place on one of the dates above, as 

spaces are limited on each day. 
 

 

 

 

Trace Element Testing 

 

Lamb marking time for winter/spring lambers is the 

ideal time to test animals for possible trace element 

deficiencies. Adding Vit B12 doubles the cost of 

vaccination, selenium is about 10% more. Bloods 

from a random sample of lambs can enable you to 

determine if using annual treatments of copper, Vit 

B12 & selenium are worthwhile or much needed. If 

any lambs die throughout lamb marking then a liver 

sample (matchbox size) is ideal to test the amount 

of trace elements that an animal has stored. Take 

some liver and keep in the fridge and we can have 

it tested for trace element levels. Please call us to 

discuss testing options so you can identify whether 

if it is worthwhile spending extra on products with 

added trace elements. 
 

 

 

How many rams do you need to replace? 

 

Before heading to this season’s sales it is important 

to know that the sire team you have is fit for work. 

Veterinary examination of sires to identify sires with 

testicle problems eg too soft, firm, small or signs of 

infection or injury is a valuable exercise to carry out. 

Sires with testicle problems are a major hindrance 

and are better not given access to cycling females. 

It is a good example where the more rams is not 



 

the merrier. If the infertile rams happen to be 

socially dominant sires they will prevent other fertile 

rams from serving thus a major cause of high 

scanned dry percentages. We typically find 10% of 

rams are unfit for joining. 

 

We have again seen a number of cases of 

Brucellosis this year and this disease must be 

considered for anyone that has had a poor 

conception rate recently. Veterinary examination of 

your rams is a must prior to your next joining and 

before you go and put your latest investment of 

rams in with the potentially infectious ram paddock. 

 

Now is a good time to have your ram sire team 

assessed to ensure all meet the credentials for a 

successful joining. After all it’s a successful joining 

that sets us up to receive good lamb marking 

percentages.   
 

 

 

Get the most out of pregnancy testing 

 

It’s that time of the year again to book in pregnancy 

testing.  Often we leave this until later in the year 

but there are considerable advantages in finding 

out pregnancy testing results early. These go for 

heifers and cows but it is obviously much easier to 

pregnancy test heifers than cows with calves at 

foot.   Nonetheless, we would encourage autumn 

calvers to pregnancy test all animals as early as 

possible. 

 

Ultrasound pregnancy testing can be performed as 

early as 5 weeks after the bull has been removed 

and allows for accurate estimation of foetal age.  

Benefits of early pregnancy testing include: 

 Identify early and late calvers 

o If good pregnancy test results, you 



 

can sell late calvers – This gives 

more time between first calving and 

joining to increase conception rates 

in 1
st
 calvers 

o Can split mob (Early and lates) and 

only monitor heifers due to calve 

 Perform pelvic measurements in heifers and 

cull those with small pelvis area – there is a 

strong relationship between pelvic area and 

calving problems.  Eliminating these heifers 

greatly reduces calving issues. 

 Can identify poor pregnancy testing results 

early – Enables management decisions to 

be made for empty cows. Eg. Sell early in 

spring when good value or re-join and sell or 

calve down in spring. 

 Ultrasound is less invasive on animals as far 

smaller diameter entering rectum 

We encourage you all to get in early and perform 

pregnancy testing in your autumn calvers. The cost 

is the same whether done now or 2 months before 

calving but you maximise your options and return 

on investment if done early. Call Livestock Logic on 

(03) 5572 1419 to book a date with us and your 

cows. 
 

 

 

Measure to manage – Weigh a sample of dead 

lambs at lambing 

 

Lambing time is your best opportunity to calibrate 

your gestational management of ewes. It is strongly 

encouraged to weigh at least 10 lambs from a 

number of mobs of twins and singles to assess how 

your management has been. This information 

added to your lamb marking results will allow you to 

fine tune your management for next year. 

 

If you weigh lambs and find that 80% of them are 



 

below 4.0 kg and then mark less than 85% in 

singles or 120% in twins then we would have 

confidence that ewes have had insufficient energy 

during gestation leading to low nutrient levels being 

passed via placenta to lambs resulting in 

underweight lambs. Without the knowledge of the 

birth weights in this example we can’t put a finger 

on the issue and tend to blame weather, foxes and 

other issues before our management. 

 

Weighing lambs is a very useful weigh to assess 

and allow improvement of ewe nutrition during 

pregnancy. 
 

 

 

Worm Logic Report 

 

Egg count results have been fairly stable over the last 4 weeks depicted by the 

graph below. While levels didn’t change much compared with July, these levels are 

high and the need to monitor your stock regularly is apparent. WEC monitoring 

needs to be maintained frequently for another month until pasture levels increase 

with temperatures and more sunshine.  

 

We are still seeing some cases of mortality in sheep, particularly in the weaners, 

and we would encourage producers to continue to monitor lambs every 2-3 weeks 

until spring feed conditions arrive. Pre lamb marking counts should also be carried 

out to ensure production losses in ewes are not occurring. As always we are 

seeing a huge range in egg counts of ewes at lamb marking which will depend on 

factors such as FOO (Feed On Offer) levels, ewe condition score and paddock 

contamination levels. 

  

The following table represents sheep that have had counts greater than 200epg 

from Livestock Logic Worm Laboratory in August up until 23
rd

 August 2014 

  

Class of Sheep % Requiring Drenching 

Mature Age Sheep 30% 

Maidens/Hogg 2012 Drop 25% 

Weaners 2013 drop 37% 

Lamb 2014 drop 76% 
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